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IS riSlil3UL[)|Ne MCI 2 AL? 


By Ken Newcombe. 

Something smells a little when a de- 
cision to limit the budget of the polluters 
very own environment actionless organis- 
ation, the Australian Conservation Found- 
ation, is reversed amidst a flurry of flimsy 
excuses. There has been an initiative to 
fund a number of environment action 
groups outside the ACF. It has been tak- 
en by the Minister for the Environment 
and Conservation Moss Cass (interviewed 
on the centre pages) but as yet we do not 
know just which groups will receive the 
money for the next financial year. All 
the vi/hile however, one can't help grow- 
ing a little more apprehensive about a gov- 
ernment giving some money to some org- 
anisations already prominent, particularly 
if their tone of voice has been heard at a 
dull drone for the past year or so. The 
question must have been asked already, 
and that is, "If there has to be a select- 
ion of groups, who will the money go to?" 
Indeed is it worth spending some money 
now reinforcing structures which should 
be completely ignored if and when a lot 
more money becomes available. The ex- 
penditure of any money would be just- 
ified if it was going to be used in the inter- 
ests.of more than the few to which it is 
given. But of the group of people who 
are already active in respectable environ- 
ment action groups the question must be 
asked "whose environment are they aim- 
ing to protect?" 

If we take two major environment 
issues of the day: Lake Redder and the 
French Nuclear tests, then it is my con- 
tention that many conservationists have 
a distorted view of what is important, 
a distorted view of reality or both. 

Lake Redder Is certainly a beautiful 
unique wilderness area and if there is 
not too great a social cost in saving it 
then it should be saved. But if you look 
at Lake Redder from another viewpoint, 
that of Lake Redder's "hidden curricul- 


um" tlien that chain of events which will 
ultimately and insidiously effect all Tas- 
manians comes into play. The rationale 
for flooding Redder by the Tasmanian 
State Government has been that the state 
has an obligation to make every ounce of 
clear Hydro Electric energy available that 
it possibly can. Saving Lake Redder would 
loose that vital tit-bit of energy which is 
going to attract large scale industry to 
Tasmania. But thats precisely what Tas- 
mania can do without; multi nationals 
which are begged to come to take cheap 
power from a susceptible virgin state. 
Already Tasmania has the Burnie-Acid 
plant on Its northern shores. It churns 
out thousands of tons of sulphur diox- 
ide a year. The sea is cfianged in colour 
for miles around and its ecosystems are 
vastly simplified or non-existent. The 
Tasmanian Government won't do any'’- 
thing because it collects at least 12 million 
dollars revenue from the plant each year. 
The Electrolytic Zinc Co. on the Derwent 
River sends a constant stream of red and 
orange pollutants for miles downstream. 
Calcium pollution is already extreme, 
this and other heavy metals have closed 
down oyster beds in the Derwent estuary 
B - 10 miles away. Can the Tasmanians 
now afford to enforce these industries to 
pay or even to stop polluting when the 
state's economic survival rests on the con- 
tinued happiness of the industries which 
they've coaxed to live in Tasmania? Of 
course not. Tasmania is even foolish en- 
ough of offer cheap power to more such 
companies all of which will make it 
"offers it can't refuse". Soon Tasmania 
itself a wilderness area compared with the 
mainland will be just a denuded refuse 
heap (to witt; Queenstown, Zeehan, the 
woodchip and fishpulp Industry). The 
environment you would be protecting 
if you opposed flooding Redder on these 
grounds would not be that for the middle 


classes whoseTime can be spent hiking 
or flying over the Lake Redder area, but 
the environment which all Tasmanians 
drink, breathe, walk and swim in. 

The ease with which Australian eco- 
freaks have excited large numbers of 
Australians over the issue of the French 
tests has in some rejects been hearten- 
ing but in others been shameful and de- 
ceitful. While one is fully aware of the 
possible long term genetic effects of an 
addition to radioactive fallout no-one 
can show that the damage is anything 
more than minimal in comparison to the 
threats we constantly face in terms of 
a wide range of readily available drugs 
like aspirin and innumerable food dyes, 
organophosphates, chlorinated hydro- 
carbons and so on. Clearly there is a 
matter of principle involved and the Aust- 
ralian Government has rightly protested 
on these grounds. 

What amazes me is the insincerity and, 
extraordinary self-centred fears about a 
relatively harmless aspect of an issue 
which is in fact already causing severe 
or terminal damage to individuals of an 
entire culture in Micronesia. While most 
of us are up in arms about a possible 
future 10- 100 malformed Australians, 
we seem to choose to totally disregard 
the real contemporary effects of French 
presence on hundreds of thousands of 
indigenous people in Micronesia and 
Polynesia. Quite apart from the fact 
that "accidental" fallout has already 
caused thyroid related disease among Pit- 
cairn Islanders and widespread side effects 
such as severe headaches and prolonged 
flu-type symptoms in others, the advent 
of 20,000 French Soldiers in Micronesia 
has meant almost cultural genocide for 
the 100,000 or so indigenous peoples 
resident therein. Whole island populations 
have been shifted backwards and forwards 
for the expedience of testing (eg Bikinis); 
food chains have been poisoned with 


Strontium 90 removing staple foods such 
as the crab (Birgus latro) out of the diet 
and all of the diseases carried by western 
man have been introduced to an island 
eco-system which has never been exposed 
to these diseases. Life has become sedent- 
ary; yet another canned beef society forc- 
ed to live in disease ridden conditions 
which were never experienced in evolution- 
, ary terms. It is not so much that the in- 
digenous peoples aren't warning us of their 
fate and crying out for help. The indigen- 
ous representatives in French Parliament 
have continually stressed that a fight 
against the French tests is a fight for 
their liberation; a freedom which if 
not soon forthcoming will never come 
at all. But even this destruction is per- 
ceived in relative terms for as Philip 
Adams once noted "a death in our 
streets is worth 10,000 in India", and one 
supposes that this goes for Micronesia and 
Polynesia as well. 

While any environment issue like Black 
Mountain and Redder should be fought, 
they must not become insular middle class 
Issues. The environment which effects 
most people most of the time is the urban 
environment in Australia and there the 
real environmentalist it seems to me is the 
new alliatice between the resident action 
groups and the trade unions like the Build- 
er's Workers Industrial Union, Just what 
is the more urgent task? To ensure that 
most Australians enjoy an immediate en- 
vironment which guarantees their health 
and well being or that a very few Austral- 
ians can camp in a distant wilderness area 
or dabble their feet in the timeless waters 
of Redder. If both issues have importance 
why is it that only those who are protect- 
ing the latter are being funded by the 
Department of Environment or is it simply 
part of the 'great Australian stupor* that 
we must perpetuate this peculiarly 'blink- 
ered' view of environmental priorities. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WORLD 
POPULATION 

The participants at the recent National 
Conference on World Population (held 
in Burgmann College over the vacation) 
were amazed when told that no refer- 
ence to abortion as a means of birth 
control was to be made during a 
session being taped by the ABC. 

Was this decision made by the ABC 
or the organizers, Australian Council 
for Overseas Aid, because of their 
association's with catholic relief? 


Dear Reader, 

It has always been the well-testified aim 
of Woroni during a long and we hope we 
may say highly eventful career as a dis- 
seminator of news and opinions on the 
vital issues of the day to eschew sensat- 
ionalism and the peddling of malicious 
gossip and tittle tattle of the type which 
can be of little or no public interest. 

We feel that we must make our views 
known to many of the interested parties 
who may think that the publication of 
this journal will not be to their advantage. 
We have therefore decided to provide all 
those who would not like their names to 
appear in print with an opportunity to 
make their wishes known so that their 
reputations may not be needlessly bes- 
mirched. 

We promise to respect the wishes of 
anyone who wants to protect himself, 
his wife or innocent little children from 
the ignomony and shame which might 
ensue from an unflattering mention in 
Woroni. 

Anyone who so desires should simply 
complete the attached form. 


The questionaires regarding stu- 
dent assessment of courses and 
teachers will be distributed soon. 
It is hoped all students will co- 
operate with this survey to ob- 
tain the most accurate results. If 
your subject has not yet been 
issued with questionaires, tell 
the Students' Association Office. 
If you can assist in the survey, 
please offer - approach the S.A. 
Office. 


TROUBLE OUT IN THE HASHLANDS 
Nepal Government has finally caved 
in under the US Embassy pressure 
and has agreed to ban dope. Despite 
protests from proprietors, the gover- 
nment has revoked the lirxnses of 
Katmandu hash shops and restaur- 
ants selling dope. The government 
also plans legislation banning grass 
and opium cultivation. 

It will be a few months yet before 
it is known whether the ban will 
affect smoking habits in the Happy 
Valley, but chances are themove is 
just another Laotian-like bluff 
aimed at nipping off the US 
treasury yet again. 
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WHAT IS FISHPULPING AND WHY? 
Neatest correct entry wins a lifetime's supply 
Apply Business Manager. 


The drinking water in Central & 
Southern Europe is becoming 
so heavily treated with chemicals 
that it is foul to taste. One 
response to this has been the 
Swedish Polar Water Company, 
which has recently installed a 
$100,000 filling plant to help 
export one million gallons of 
pure drinking water in paper 
cartons. 





CUT OUT 


I DO NOT WANT MY NAME TO 
APPEAR IN WORONI. 


Californian Leonard Moore plans 
to row a bathtub 52 miles across 
the Bering Strait from Alaska to 
Siberia this summer to boost inter- 
national friendship. 


NAME 

ADDRESS.. 


A riot policeman being treated 
in hospital at Lyons, France, 
died when his oxygen tent ex- 
ploded. 


Allan Murray-Jones began his campaign , 
for the presidency this week by attempt- 
ing to bribe the Woroni staff for editor- 
ial support The idealistic fortitude of 
the editors was not daunted and yet 
another political tactic of Murray-Jones 
failed. 

The Woroni editors then attempted to 
solicit money from Michael Dunne 
for editorial support. He proved in- 
corruptible. 

We are now looking around for other 
ways and means of making money. 


I ENCLOSE $1 


Thieves stole 28 monkeys, 264 parrots 
parrots, 46 crocodiles, and 220 
tortoises from an animal dealers 
yard in Vienna, and the neigh- 
bours didn't hear a thing. 



UNICEF 


Mini Cards $2.00 box of 25 (8c single) 
Note Cards $1.25 box of 10 (12c single) 
Birthday Cafds $1 .25 box of 10 (12c single) 
Gift Packs $4.50 


'Available: L.Morris, 166 Garran Hall and Union Shop 
5 boxes can buy 45 hacksaw blades for manual arts training. 



A recently completed study by 
a group of Maryland psychiat- 
rists has concluded that 'Presi- 
dent Nixon laughs in the wcrong 
places.' The study .which took 
a year, was sponsored by the 
American Psychiatry Assoc., 
studied hundreds of film dips, 
tapes and personal accounts of 
Nixonian behaviour. The report 
stated Nixon's outbursts of 
hilarity during cruel war scenes 
in his favourite film "Patton", 
as well as his reported chuckling 
while announcing the December 
bombing of North Vietnam. 

The report summed up by say- 
ing "President Nixon has an 
extremely unusual sense of 
humour". 


STUDENT RESIDENCE IN THE FUTURE 


The University sees the need for addit- 
ional student residential places by the 
end of the 1976-78 triennium. 

At present the University is building 
a non-collegiate style residence near 
Sullivans Creek where 10 student rooms 
will be clustered around a shared lounge 
and kitchen. An example of this general 
style of residence is at the Canberra Col- 
lege of Advanced Education. 

By next year the University will have 
on site the affiliated residential colleges, 
the halls of residence and this non- 
collegiate type residence. The need for 
further student residence poses the quest- 
ion of what form it should take and, even 
further, whether it should be on campus 
or out in the community; already many 
students live in shared residences at var- 
ious centres around Canberra. However, 
the opportunities for this in-community 
residence are fewer in Canberra than in 
the older and larger cities. 

The University has engaged Melbourne 
architect Evan Walker, who has had much 
experience in the field of student housing 
both in Australia and overseas, to invest- 
igate the options open to the University 
for student residences, bearing in mind 
the possibilities offering within the Can- 
berra community as well as on the campus. 
As part of Mr Walker's Investigations, a 
sampling will be made of student pre- 
ferences. For this purpose Mr Walker 
will be setting up desks in the Union foy- 
er, in the Chifley Library foyer and in 
some of the halls of residence at appro- 
priate times, e.g. the desk will be man- 
ned in the Union during the lunch per- 
iod on Monday 10th, Tuesday 1 1th and 
Wednesday 12th September. 

Students are invited to speak to Mr 
Walker or his assistants and convey any 
notions they might have about student 
housing. If students have afterthought 
or if they miss Mr Walker, the Property 
and Plans Division (3649) will be glad 
to pass on telephone messages or letters 
addressed to the Registrar (Property and 
Plans). 


A course on U FOs is to be started 
at an adult education centre in 
Bournemouth, England. 


The Red Cross Blood Trans- 
fusion Service would like to thank 
most sincerely the staff of the 
Forestry School who made 
space and services available on 
July 31st and August 1st for 
our mobile BTS Unit. And also 
we would like to thank all stud- 
ents who so generously donated - 
making the grand total of 328 
units possible. 

Thanking you, 

Helen Refshauge, 

Hon. Director, and 
RutheYarra, Senior Sister. 





GAREMA PLACE 
CANBERRA CITY, 2601 


PHONE: 49 1844 




SPECIALS keep conning in at DALTON'S! 


' Justarrived: "THE LAND THAT WAITED" 
regularly.$8.50 noyy reduced to iust $1.95! 
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UNIVERSITY 




PHARMACY 



Also check our ART BOOK Specials. 

COME ON IN AND BROWSE! 


For a complete pharmaceutical service right on campus. 
As from today we will discount film processing 10%. 


We also give discounts on films and all pharmaceutical requisites 
to all on campus. 
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a letter? 


Dear Woroni, 

It has been interesting to read the 
recent and penetrating articles in 
Woroni on new religious move- 
ments. In the current stampede for 
spiritual fulfillment it seems quest- 
ionable as to how many of these 
systems will stand the test of tome. 
Religious movements, like mater- 
ial consumer-fashions can rapidly 
become as out-dated as yester- 
day's newspapers. 

However, if you look back in 
your files, you will see that as long 
ago as 1968 an advertisment appe- 
ared in Woroni for instruction in 
spiritual awakening using the am- 
azing Bert's Method. Since then, 
unseduced by the clamour of the 
inquisitive media, an ever-growing 
band of devotees has been assid- 
uously practising the unique Method 
of of the-Ureat Bert. 

It started in 1951, when the Great 
Bert was in India studying the relat- 
ionship between native wholefoods 
and the structural measurements of 
the Taj Mahal to tie in with his de- 
tailed survey of the Great Pyramid, 
Stonehenge, and the wave oscill- 
ations around Southend pier (the 
resultant work: 'Atlantis Ahoy I' 
is obtainable from La Societe's 
bookshop). Here occurred the 
event that changed his life: he met 
the legendary guru Gupta 'Third 
Eye' Ramitin, a man who is claimed 
to have had more samadhis than 
you or I have had hot dinners and 
whose meditative silertces are 
revered and treasured wherever he 
goes. Immediately, a strong aff- 
inity sprang up between the Great 
Bert and the chuckling mystic, and 
so began the five year ashram-crawl 
which took them the lingth and 
breadth of the country and ended 


with the Great Bert returning to 
Europe as a missionary and com- 
municator of the one, true way. 

- All you need is a full-length mirror, a 
piece of strong elastic to fit around 
your head, two empty matchboxes 
and a roll of ordinary demestic 
toilet tissue. Or, if you like, you can 
get the whole set-up in kit form by 
sending for the Complete Mystifica- 
tion Kit (Specially constructed units 
are also available for the elderly and 
bed-ridden. Even tiny tots can be 
catered fori) From then on you 
will progress rapidly through the 
intermediated stages towards t he 
Final Solution, all the time under 
the ever-watchful eye of the Great 
Bert and the Satraps of La Societe 
Internationale de Bert. During 
weekly 'Awakenings' at your local 
Centre you will have the chance 
to meet other people who have 
chosen the Method as their path. 

There you can discuss with each 
other the significance of the Method 
and what it means to you to be one 
of the 'chosen' aad also think up 
ways of influencing others to take 
up the Method. 

There, in a nutshell, is an outline 
of what can truly be called a 
religious movement for today's people. 
I hope you will bring this communic- 
ation to the attention of your readers 
as we feel that the time has really 
come and would, in fact, welcome 
exposure by your upright organ. 

Yours eternally, 

Basil A Chakra, 

Chief Mystifier, 

‘ a Societe Internationale de Bert 


Hfe did have another letter but we tost it. 
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PASSPORT PHOTOS 
3 FOR $1.50 
8 FOR $2.50 


PHOTOGRAPHER AT 
ANU SQUASH COURTS 
3pm — 11pm FRIDAYS 


THE VANISHING 
SOUTH-WEST 


RUN BY STUDENTS TO SUIT STUDENT POCKETS 


Tasmania's South-western cottter was, up to 
the middle of this century, by far the largest 
area of temperate wilderness in Australia; a 
geographically self-contained region comprising 
over a fifth of the island's entire area. The 
inhospitability of the terrain, which consists 
primarily of very rugged mountain ranges and 
low-lying, marshy plains, discouraged the 
spread of settlement following Tasmania's 
European invasion. Early white visitors to the 
south-west were mostly prospectors or timber 
cutters, but with the general increase in afflu- 
ence and leisure of recent times, very con- 
siderableJnterest was shown in the area's aes- 
thetic and recreational properties. It is the 
only part of Australia in which can be under- 
taken long and adventurous trips by foot or 
canoe into country very remote from any form 
of settlement or vehicular access. It is also an 
area of unique scenic beauty — a kaliedescope 
of jagged, quartzite ranges, endless buttan-grass 
plains, deep gorges, windswept moors and 
ancient rain-forests. With the disappearance 
of undisturbed primative areas elsewhere the 
value of the availability for scientific study of 
unique eco-systems has also been noted. 

The ending of the South-west's isolation 
came with the Gordon River hydroelectric 
scheme. The subsequent battle to rescue Lake 
Redder from inundation by the scheme has 
received a large amount of publicity artd it 
may yet be restored. Yet at no stage during 
the 60's was any serious attempt ever made to 
save the South-west as a whole; even if Redder 
itself had been saved, the country surrounding 
it, comprising the geographical "heart" of the 
South-west will still have been irrepalrably 
scarred by the construction of 75 miles of 
major roads, a large township and man-made 
water storages inundating 200 square miles of 
button-grass plains. This was not only because 
of defeatism on the part of conservationists, 
but a result of the uniquely large amount of 
power wielded by the Hydro-electric Com- 
mission, and the absence ot any machinery 
for making responsible decisions in issues con- 
cerned with land use. The public was presented 
with the Gordon River Scheme Authorising 
Bill as a fait accompli; never were they given 
an opportunity for participation in an open 
debate on the future of Australia's last wil- 
derness. 

Now once again sectional Interest in short- 
term economic gain threatens the remaining 
untouched portion of the Southwest. Rre- 
cipitous Bluff, about 60 miles south of Lake 
Redder and 30 miles east of Ron Davey, stands 
4,000 feet directly above New River Lagoon, 
which empties through a narrow channel into 
the Southern Ocean. Through the area passes 
the South Coast Track, a walking track which 
was created at public expense in 1 960 and 
which forms the most commonly used route 
by bushwalkers in the South-west. The New 
River Basin contains rain-forest which has been 
free from wildfire for centuries, and conseq- 
uently, has developed unique characteristics. 


The lagoon itself is the only untouched major 
sea inlet anywhere on Tasmania's Coast. Now 
a mining company. Mineral Holdings of Aust- 
ralia, wants to move in and quarry the lime- 
stone which is the Bluff'sguts. Their applic- 
ation for a lease was rejected by the Devonport 
mining warden in December of last year. 
Subsequently the company appealed to the 
Supreme Court of Tasmania, and the mining 
warden's disallowal was overruled. On what 
grounds? That the conservationists possess 
no "estate or interest" in the area. A wilder- 
ness may be destroyed by the sake of a legal 
technicality. 

However the legal battle is not yet over: 
the Tasmanian Conservation Trust has appealed 
to the Full Bench of the Supreme Court. Fed- 
eral aid seems likely; although the Federal 
Labor Government has yet done little in the 
direction of saving Redder, it has offered to 
contribute towards the Trust's appeal costs, 
and Tom Uren has indicated that his govern- 
ment may not give an export license to a com- 
pany mining a place such as Rrecipitous Bluff. 

What will quarrying in the New River Basin 
mean? The disastrous aesthetic and ecological 
damage which a large quarrying operation can 
inflict upon its immediate surroundings is well 
evident in places such as Bungonia Gorge in 
NSW. Dust, noise and visual pollution on a 
massive scale will be unavoidable. Additionally > 
the construction ot access roads will end the 
wilderness quality of this region of the South- 
west, and will partially obliterate one of its 
major walking routes. The proposed quarry 
at Mt Armour (Colong Caves) in the Kanangra- 
Boyd National Rark, NSW.-would have re- 
quited a major road, a power transmission line 
and a slurry pipeline to service it. Assuming 
this were so In the case of a quarry of Pre- 
cipitous Bluff, it would mean the construction 
of 30 miles of road, pipe-and-power line along 
one of Australia's most beautiful and presently 
untouched coast lines. 

There is little evidence to suggest that any- 
thing but extremely marginal benefits to the 
community as a whole will accrue from the 
economic exploitation of the South-west; at 
the same time there is good reason to suggest 
that retention of the area in its primitive con- 
dition will come to be appreciated in the fut- 
ure. As cities grow, wilderness becomes more 
and more a resource to be valued in its own 
right, not merely a something to be evaluated 
in terms of its economic potential. In USA 
the value of wilderness is already well appre- 
ciated, but the more popular large national 
parks are in danger of beirtg swamped by press- 
ure of the numbers making use of them. Such 
a situation has not yet arisen in Australia, but 
we need to plan for it now. The South-west 
has timber, minerals and water power potential; 
but these are also obtainable elsewhere, arxf the 
destiny of this unique region should not be 
jeopardised by ill-considered squandering of its 
economically usable resources. 


$€lar eneray 


During the early 1950s there was a tremendous 
optimism about the future harnessing of solar 
energy to provide "cheap and abundant" ener- 
gy for future industrial development. The real- 
isation of this goal has so far fallen well short 
of these hopes. Only in Australia, Israel, Japan, 
USSR and to a small extent in the US, are solar 
heaters commercially available. In Australia 
these systems (Installed lor about S300-$400l 
may provide adequate hot water and home 
heating for most of the year, but need electrical 
boosters for winter or prolonged cloudy periods. 
Failures in the development of cheap solar cells 
for the direct conversion to electricity led to 
the general understanding that solar energy was 
only potentially useful for water heating In suit- 
able climates, and as an alternative for undevel- 
oped countries to the energy banquet enjoyed 
by the developed nations with access to fossil 
fuels. 

Developments over the last few years in 
optical technology and an increased interest 
in possible alternative power sources have led 
to major developments in the harnessing of 
solar energy. The most promising advance has 
been in the area of "selective absorbers" — the 
commercial development of which Is being 
pioneered by Marjorie and Aden Meinel at the 
Optical Sciences Centre in the US. Using this 
technique, the suns rays ate condensed by a 
lent or mirror onto a surface that has been spec- 
ially coated to efficiently absorb solar radiation 
but inhibit the reradiatlon of heat. The heat 
may then be extracted to produce steam for a 
-conventional turbine generator which feeds into 
the national power grid. 


The commercial viability of this system has 
not yet been fully evaluated, but even with 
the large capital outlay that is requited It is 
expeaed to provide power at an economic 
cost comparable with current fossil fuel sources. 
The environmental costs should be substantially 
reduced. 

A crude calculation of the ares required for 
collectors (assuming Australia's total energy 
requirements for the year 2000 to be 100,000 
MW/yr.) leads to a figure of 500 square miles, 
or a total land usage of an area 30 miles square. 
Nearly all of this land would still be available 
for grazing, in fact, the rainfall run-off from 
the collectors would significantly Improve the 
agricultural value of the lartd in arid areas. 

A significant difficulty to overcome with 
solar energy Is energy storage during the night 
and the colder winter months. Short-term 
storage may be provided by storage of the heat 
transfer fluid (nitrogen or liquid sodium). A 
possibility for long-term storage and transport- 
ation Is through the use of metal powders 
le.g. reduction of alumina to aluminium powder) 
which may be burned to regain the "stured" 
energy. 

Solar energy may never become our major 
source of energy but at the moment, with the 
future of nuclear fusion reactors still doubtful 
(and certainly not providing a significant power 
source this side of the year 2000) and "fast 
breeder" fission reactors posing possibly Insur- , 
mountable problems of reactor safety arxl 
waste disposal, if offers a very attractive alter- 
native. 


Graduates It 
Govemuient 





AUSTRALIA,, 


The Australian Public Service offers wide opportunities 
to graduates and finai year students seeking careers in 
administration. 

Within its 37 departments and numerous associated 
authorities, the Public Service is abie to use the partic- 
ular skills you have acquired during your degree course. 
Many graduates work in Centrai Office policy areas of 
departments, in fields such as economic and financial 
administration, social welfare, defence planning and 
personnel management. 

The present minimum commencing salaries range from 
$4,850 for a three-year pass degree to $5,850 for higher 
degrees. These salaries are to be reviewed before the 
end of 1973. There are excellent opportunities for 
advancement. 

Application forms may be obtained from Appointments 
and Careers Officers, or from the Recruitment Officer, 

THE AUSTRAUAN PUBUC SERVICE INSPECTOR’S OFFICE 

T. & G. Building, 

Hobart Place, 

CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601. 

(Telephone 49 8866) 

Apply immediately to ensure early handling of your application. 


Page 3. 




National Library of Australia 




Foresters are basically nice 


ination of habitat has been described as 
verslble* (e.g. by Moss Cass in ac^ptingthe 
Manjimup EIS*), breaking out of the clear- 
cut cycle once an even-aged stand wns establish- 
ed would depend on persuading forest services 
not to cut many usable trees and to abandon 
the even-aged stand — an unlikely eventuality. 
Hence much wildlife at present found through- 
out forest areas, will be virtually permanently 
confined to small remainif>g Vefuge* areas 
(where these are left). Not only are the refuge 
areas of bush strips remaining along streams and 
in gullies below minimum areas required for 
much wildlife, but confinement of wildlife to 
small areas carries the high probability of their 
eventual elimination from bushfires, particul- 
arly in areas like WA where regeneration in- 
volves Intense summer burns. In fact the 
Manjimup EIS admits that the Numbatand 
the Woylie will be eliminated from the wood- 
chip area, and other wildlife populations de- 
cimated. Excessive regeneration, a quite 
common phenomenon, can render the dense 
regrowth areas unsuitable even for many 
ground-feeding animals. If woodchip projects 
reach the levels planned and clearcutting be- 
comes widespread the effects on Australia's 
forest dwelling fauna (at present the least 
affected by man) could be severe; many could 
become much less common than they are to- 
day. Large areas of forest will be impoverished. 

Projects which involve clearcutting, bull- 
dozing and replacement by plantations of eucal- 
yptswill affect many native plants and plant 
communities. Another threat to these comes 
from the ideal opportunity such projects pre- 
sent for the accelerated spread of root-rot dis- 
ease, which in the case of Manjimup is admitted 
in the EIS to be likely to destroy many plants, 
such as WA's splendid banksias. Eden and 
East Gippsland also present serious problems 
in this respect. Because of the variable seeding 
properties of eucalypts, regerreration proced- 
ures will often tend to favour one species out 
of a mixture; this will not only reduce diver- 
sity but will be likely to lead to problem with 
Insects, since diversity of species often pro- 
vides protection against insect attack, a serious 
problem for eucalypts in Australia. Absence 
of overstorey, even-agedness and reduction In 
insect-eating birds and bats will contribute to 
this. The result will certainly be inaeased use 
of insecticides. 

Recreation and aesthetic values are certain 
to suffer (see photo! and amenity value in 
chipped areas will be reduced. Some projects 
(e.g. In Tasmania) involve important tourist 
weas. The Manjimup area is admitted in the 
EIS to be "one of the most important tourist 
and recreation areas in the state of WA". Be- 
cause of the large areas required for projects, 
scarce and precious wilderness areas are often 
stated for destruction. 

One would naturally expect that in com- 
pensation for this staggering set of fXJbiic costs 
and (OSS of amenity value of public forests 
there would be a sti^stantial set of public bene- 
fits, at least commercial benefits. The Incred- 
ible fact is however that there are not. Not 
only are there no returns to the politic purse, 
the public is actually obliged to provide heavy 
assistance for these activities. There has been 
evidence for some time that woodchip projects 
are not commercially viable without heavy pub- 
lic subsidies. Forestry is gerrerally a financial 
disaster area from the public viewpoint. The 
Tasmanian Forestry Commission has admitted 
in a recent paper by senior employees that the 
royalties It receives from woodchipping do not 
meet Its regeneration costs and has appealed to 
the Federal Government for extra assistance. 

A paper by the NSW Commission giving econ- 
omic details of the Eden project mysteriously 
disappeared after it became dear that unsym- 
pathetic people were reading forestry papers, 
and has not since been obtainable in anything 
resembling its original form. Known royalties 
for Eden, together with reasonable estimates 
of reestablishment and other costs, justified 
the oondusion that the project would make a 
substantial loss even when the returns from 
the next rotation were taken into account. 

With the Manjimup EIS, the first release of 
some economic data has been made, and the 
suspicions are confirmed. The ElS.makes it 
clear that Manjimup royalties will do little 
more than cover the it of fire protection for 
the regrowth crop, let atone i''-* substantial In- 
crease in staff required to ru * the project. The 
cost of the research necessitated by the brutal 
methods involved, and the cost of the pro- 
paganda program required to convince the WA 
public that its interests are not really being 
sold out, are likewise to come from the state 
treasury. The capital cost of the provision of a ' 
deep water berth is to be met from public funds. 
Indirect costs will accrue through heavy use of 
public roads (also affecting tourism! and sub- 
sidized use of the railways. The EIS makes no 
attempt to argue that returns from the next 
rotation will cover any of these costs at a 
reasonable rate of return. The project is com- 
pletely for export. While there may be a slen- 
der case for a subsidized domestic industry 

Continued page 10 » 


Foresters are basically nice people but 
when they get an idea in their heads it is 
very difficult to persuade them to change 
it. The Routleys have been pointing out 
deficiencies in the policies and actions of 
Forestry Commissions (IMSW's in partic- 
ular) for years. Their book "The fight for 
the Forests” which goes into this area in 
a lot more depth than the article can, 
should be available from the bookshop 
later this month. Produced by the ANU 
Press in a Research School of Social 
Sciences Monograph (250 pages with 
photographs), it will cost only S2.50. 


tve forest involve replacement of a rich and 
diverse system by an Impoverished and mono- 
tonous one. Studies have shown that much 
wildlife, except for some ground-dwelling and 
feeding species which are already favoured by 
partial land clearance, are eliminated, and that 
even those that remain, such as the highly ad- 
aptable Brush Possum, depend essentially upon 
adjacent areas of eucalypt forest. Some of the 
most important work in this area has been done 
by the ANU Zoology Department. Thera are 
also serious costs in terms of soils, watersheds 
and aesthetic values; in fact only wood-pro- 
duction gains, and that probably in the short- 
term. 

The environmental effects of woodchipping, 
although Initially less obvious, are only slightly 
less severe, and this is more than offset by their 
greater extensiveness. Since there is a long 
period (usually about 6 years) durino which 
soils are inadequately protected after clear- 
cutting, sons can sutler severely, partir^larly 
In areas of steep slope and severe rainstorms 
such as Eden. They can suffer from compact- 
ion by machinery in the initial operation, by 
soil erosion removing some of their nutrient 
carrying layer of topsoil, and from nutrient 
loss. In general under clearcutting soils are 
being lost far more rapidly than they are being 
formed Iso that in USA it has been estimated 
that Montana's soils have a lifetime of only 
200 years under clearcutting); in many places 
in the USA regeneration has failed completely 
and repeatedly after such treatment of soils, 
and there is some evidence that similar failures 
have been encountered here but suppressed. 
There is considerable evidence from many 
countries that such methods are not sustainable 
in the long term. Streams suffer correspond- 
ingly from increased sedimentation (a 7000 fold 
increase in sedimentation Is typical following 
clearcutting in the American west), and from 
eutrophication from high nutrient levels; in 
some places, such as the recently approved 

Manjimup project, there is the danger of sal- 
ination which is already prevalent in surround- 
ing areas following agricultural clearittg. The 
much advertised "minimisation" measures do 
very little to reduce these costs to acceptable 
levels. Siltation of waterways below the Eden 
operations are already seriously interfering 
with aquatic habitats, and with the fishing 
industry. Strips along streams reduce sedi- 
mentation, but do nothing for topsoil loss 
from higher slopes or nutrient loss, or salinity; 
and cross drains on tracks do a little to reduce 
the most obvious erosion, but nothing over 
most of the area at risk. A marked feature of 
such projects (and of Australian forestry gen- 
erslly) is the absence of research on and mon- 
itoring of such non wood-production matters. 

A surprisingly large proportion of Austral- 
ian forest wildlife depends upon a habitat of 
mature trees and the holes formed by the 
early limb dropping habit which is such a 
characteristic feature of the eucalypt. A large 
range of birds, bats and arboreal marsupials 
depend upon this habitat, which is virtually 
permanently eliminated by clearfelling and 
continued early cropping of the resulting 
even-aged stand of forest. Although this ellm- 


forest, almost half the publicly owned coastal, 
forests. Two states, Tasmania, and now with 
the approval of the i.2 million acre Manjimup 
project, WA. have already been committed to 
their predicted NAFTA quotas. Almost all of 
Tasmania ’s forest is now in woodchip con- 
cessions. Other states with big plans, for which 
locations are a closely guarded secret, are NSW 
and Queensland, with almost 5 and more than 
6 million acres respectively on the NAFTA 
figures. Since NSW has only slightly more 
than 8 million acres of State Forest, this means 
that after allowing for the 1K million acre 
pina program, very little of the NSW forest wa 
see today will remain unaffected. The Q'land 
plans would certainly Include some rainforest 
destruction. In the NT chipping of 2 million 
acres is being considered, with projects at Gove, 
Melville Island and Murganella. There are also 
plans for managing even the high-yield eucalypt 

forest left for sawnwood along Intensive lines. 
The NSW Forestry Commissioner is a strong 
advocate of intensive forestry, especially Black- 
butt planutions, and this Is the likely fate of 
many fine North Coast forests. These plans 
are not of course publicly announced, but they 
can be gleaned from a reading of the relevant 
journals and by working back from figures such 
as those given in NAFTA. 

Most of the woodchip contracts have pro- 
vision for eventual development of associated 
pulp mills. These would essentially be a re- 
location of Japanese pulp mills here, in accord- 
ance with the plan of the Japanese Ministry 
of International Trade and Industry to re- 
locate Japan's most polluting industries in un- 
discriminatlng countries such as Australia. 

Pulp and paper making is among the world's 
most polluting industries — one of the Big 
Three, second only to industries based on 
petroleum and coal. If the pollution problems 
associated with pulp mills cannot be solved 
In the next decade, there will be strong pressure 
to relocate them here. Pulp mills would gener- 
ate far more employment than woodchip sch- 
emes, but the prospect of our forested coastal 
areas dotted with highly polluting Industrial 
complexes Is one which gives even those fores- 
ters who can stomach woodchipping itself 
doubts. The preparedness to consider such 
developments provides a measure of the lack 
of discrimination In Australian planners' attit- 
udes to industrial growth (less discriminating 
even then that of Japan) — an attitude appar- 
ently continuing under the new government. 

It would seem reasonable to assume that If 
there are such large plans for developing Inten- 
sive forest industries based on public forests, 
they must involve substantial public benefits, 
even if there are a "few drawbacks". But in 
fact this is not so. The export woodchip indus- 
try particularly (and other domestic forest 
industries to some extent) involves heavy pub- 
lic costs and virtually no public benefits. What 
benefits there are from the exploitation of this 
nominally public resource kre highly concen- 
trated and go largely to the forest industries 
and associated support industries. Among the 
heavy pubi Ic costs are environmental costs. 

In the case of pines these are especially 
conspicuous. Pine schemes which replace net- 


The quality of Australia's remaining forest Is 
seriously threatened by proposed forestry act- 
ivity. Because the forests were in the past 
logged conservatively and selectively, a method 
of exploitation which was fairly mild in its 
effects on non wood-production values such as 
wildlife and flora, aesthetics, watersheds, soils 
and recreation, Australians fiave been inclined 
to take the maintenance of these values in 
public forests for granted. (In fact their main- 
tenance was an accidental by-product of the 
wood production methods then in use, rather 
than deliberately aimed at.) Now forest ser- 
vices are in the process of adopting and gener- 
ally applying new methods which greatly in- 
crease the quantity of wood produced but 
have a serious effect on other forest values: 
these involve clearcutting over large areas and 
use of nearly all the forest crop (often as part • 
of woodchip schemes), commonly followed 
by ecosimpllfication and impoverishment of 
the regrowth forest, and sometimes by its 
replacement by a monoculture such as of ex- 
otic pines. These clearcutting methods have 
proved a disaster in the USA, where they were 
introduced to the national forests in 1964, and 
have aroused vigorous protest from scientists, 
independent foresters, and conservation groups, 
(including the Sierra Club) across America. 

As yet comparativelv little of the planned 
destruction is to be seen. Yet the evidence is 
there that forest services have very large plans 
for woodchip projects and for other intensive 
schemes. The vicious Pine Program, with Its 
destruction of mountain forest and Its aim of 
at least 3 million acres of conifers by 2000, Is 
well known. In fact far more than 3 million 
acres is likely to result — NSW alone now has a 
statutory minimum of VA million acres to go 
under pine. Contrary to misleading statements 
put out by forestry interests, nearly all the land 
for the program Is obtained by clearing native 
forest. In NSW the program will affect forest 
right along the Dividing Range, and almost all 
the publicly owned mountain forest of NSW, 
much of it very beautiful, will be destroyed 
by 2000 — except, one hopes, for the }4 million 
acres already In national parks. 

Less widely known, but no less threatening, 
are the extensive plans for woodchip projects. 
The NAFTA* Report, a major recent piece of 
forestry planning, predicted a figure for eucal- 
ypt woodchip exports which would Involve 
woodchipping of about 20 million acres of 
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EVEN ASKIN CARES 
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The Newcastle Svdney Wollongong urban and 
Industrial sprawls are more than well endowed 
with their share of "conservation crises", aris- 
ing virtually by definition, being cities, and, as 
such the nuclei for population growth and in- 
dustrial expansion. Proximity to the sea, is of 
course, an indispensible asset, but its value is 
likely to fall considerably as the sea suffers con 
tinual assaults on its purity and productivity. 

The rest of the state also partakes in numerous 
"crises", these generally in the guise of "devel- 
opment". Recent issues of note in NSW have 
bMn (amongst others) the Eden wood chipping 
controversy; beach mining on various areas 
of the North coast (Myall Lakes National Park); 
timber cutting in the states last remaining rain 
forests (Wiangarrie State Forest); dumps of 
mining wastes on the lllawarra escarpment 
(near Maddens Plains); desecration of wilder- 
ness areas by mining and by pipeline and ser- 
vice corridors; continual housing pressures on 
all vantage points on the accessible coastline 
(together with Its many contingencies); the 
continuing encroachment of overseas buyers 
onto North Coast land "at any price"; and the 
threatened spread of urban and industrial 
sprawl into prime recreation areas (Jervis Bay). 

the NSW Department ot the Environment 
is the state governments machine for fending 
off any rash environmentalist who attempts to 
challenge the attitude towards, the legality of, 
or. the environmental consequences of any act- 
ion (or inaction) on the part of. the bureaucracy. 
The Department, however, is charged with 
only token environmental protection respon- 
sibilities, and this was reflected in April this 
year when an employee resigned complaining 
of environmental inaction, the vastness of the 
public relations exercise and the Departments 
negative approach to issues. Closely associated 
with the Department (by virtue of a common 
top dog — Mr E.J.Coffey) U the State watdr- 
dog on environmental affairs, the State Pollut- 
ion Control Commission. In contrast to the 
Department the SPCC appears to have real 
teeth, which it regularly flashes in ftreat style, 
but which have yet to be tested In the courts. 

In Its first extensive public enquiry the SPCC 
reported on the state of pollution at Kooragang 
Island, in the Hunter River estuary near New- 
castle. The SPCC found that development of 
the Island as a giant industrial estate was in 
conflict with the best interests of the nearby 
town of Stockton, and in general to conflict 
with the most desirable land use of the Island 
and the local high yield commercial fisheries 
industry. 

Despite the clarity of the recommendations, 
bated breaths are not called for, since the 
heavy NSW Dept, of Public Works is unlike- 
ly to allow such a large slice of prime indust- 
rial land slide out of their laps, even though 
at least one tenant la member of the German 
Bayer group) has been scared off by the poss- 
ibility of pollution restrictions. The SPCC 
has such other notable achievements under 
its belt as the approval of mining at Bungonia, 
and its conspicuous absence in such major 
issues as Myall Lakes sand mining and the 
Eden woodchlpping project. 

In a recent major advance the NSW Dept 
of the Environment adopted, as policy, the 
requirement of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment for all "major projects". The 
guidelines for this policy are presently being 
drawn up, but are known to include only 
minor changes in the present system of decis- 
ion making, and to require, minimally, only 
a summary of the Environment Impact Assess- 
ment to be seen by the Department. The 
dangers inherent in accepting the concept of 
the Environment Impact Assessment as a 
panacea for all environmental problems are 
yet to be fully appreciated. The lengthy 
Assessment prepared by AGL for the tfans 
Australia gas pipeline (which completely out- 
classes the PMG Assessment for the Black 
Mountain tower) points to some of the 
dangers, which although are many, can be 
attributed to only several main factors: 

The developers or their eiwironmental 
consultants prepare the Assessment and 
usually have more time, money and effort at 
their disposal to mould the Assessment to 
suit thairown developmental alternatives; 

Limitations on time available for public 
involvement in an Assessment heavily weights 
the outcome of any public discussion or ir>- 
quity; 

The decision making authority is often in- 
expert in environmental matters, inexperienc- 
.ed in the intricacies of an Assessment and often 
swayed by dollor dealers. Further, the author- 
ity is usually not competent to assess the ob- 
jectivity of the Assessment or the validity of 
the conclusions drawn from the facts presented. 

Experience with ihe'Environment Impact 
Assessment in the USA has shown that most 
Assessments were not rejected or altered by 
the most senior environmental agencies, yet 
several of these projects have resulted in signif- 
icant environmental degradation, albeit local, 
but nonetheless predictable. 


REFECTORY SIMACK BAR MILK BAR 


WHY THE PRICE INCREASES!!!!!! 


The House Committee, body responsible for pricing in these areas, must 
work within the Board's policy objective of breaking even in the Refect- 
ory with a SUBSIDY of the trading surplus from the Union Shop, Snack 
Bar and Milk Bar. 


FACTS 

Since the last increase in prices in these areas in November, 1972 there 
has been 


Quarterly trading statements show that without the Union Shop SUBSID' 
these areas are losing. $1 1,309 and with the Shop subsidy areas are losing 
$5,353. 


ALTERNATIVES TO ENABLE BREAK EVEN BY END OF YEAR 
(i) A reduction in the range of meals available in the Refectory to 
possibly one pr two dishes. 

This was felt to be undesirable as it required a savage cut in 
services. 


Environmental law in NSW where any ex- 
ists, is fragmentary, often of a general and 
insecure nature, and its administration and 
responsibilities disseminated amongst a host 
of Government departments (Health, National 
Parks and Wildlife Service, Fisheries, Environ- 
ment, Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and 
Drainage Board etc ). Such dissemination of 
authority makes coordination and Implement- 
ation of environmental law a lengthy and diff- 
icult process, often creating serious rifts be- 
tween departments. However, overcoming 
these difficulties and under the Clean Waters 
Act of 1970, the NSW Government, in a show 
of strength, recently prosecuted a Granville 
company over the pumping of 5,600 gallons 
of sludge into Duck Creek. The company was 
fines $1 50 plus costs (rates for commercial 
disposal vary between 8 and IS cents per gallon). 

Of course such great progress by the state 
bureaucracy does not pass unnoticed by con- 
servation groups, particularly those larger Syd- 
ney based national groups like Total Environ- 
ment Centre and Ecology Action, together 
with others in their style such as the NSW Con- 
servation Society, Nature Conservation Council 
of NSW and the Wildlife Preservation Trust of 
Australia. These groups generally rely heavily 
on sympathetic publicity, public interest cam- 
paigns, and high level attacks on the bureau- 
cratic and political machine, and as such foll- 
ow the fairly traditional approaches to conserv- 
ation, and fit well into that particular charact- 
er role. 

(Suite apart from these bodies, but rxrnethe- 
less extremely valuable, there exists the local 
residents action group, usually critically con- 
cerned over single issues at any one time. 

These local groups (eg "Avalon Preservation 
Trust", or the colourful and unpretentious 
"Battlers for Kelly's iBush" to name but two 
of the dozens) serve to bring issues to the 
notice of both local decision making author- 
ities and other environmental bodies, and 
play an invaluable role in the recognition of 
progresslve,but relatively innocuous, local 
degradation of environmental attributes. 

The effectiveness, however, of the tradit- 
ional approach to conservation issues is in- 
creasingly becoming questionable. With these 
doubts about the movement as a whole, with 
a common interest in coastal zone management 
problems, disillusioned with other Sydney 
groups, but inspired by the field work and 
original research being carried out by a relat- 
ively successful Queensland group (Queensland 
Littoral Society), a small band of students, 
biologists and naturalists formed a new society, 
the Australian Littoral Society (NSW Division) 
while QLS was renamed ALS (Qld Division). 
After less than 18 months of operation, mem- 
bership of the NSW Division has grown to near 
150, most of these comprising biologists from 
Universities, Government departments and 
Museums, together with students at ail levels, 
many active naturalists and a number of sym- 
pathisers. The primary aim of the Society is 
effectiva conservation, through education and 
field research of those coastal zone areas under 
most pressure from urban, industrial and rural 
development. Qf special concern are the quiet 
water estuaries, where productivity Is high and 
whose protection and nourishment is required 
by a great number of species of commerical 
significance. 

Prior to the formation of the NSW Division 
of ALS, it was painfully apparent that there 
was no other body interested, or capable, of 
studying the estuarine wetland areas on the 
NSW coastline. To fill this gap the society has 
concentrated on creating an experienced field 
team, which is now in great demand for the 
study of threatened wetland areas. In fact the 
society is now beginning to hold the trump 
cards, since the expertise avialable within the 
societies membership is such that responsible 
developers are now inviting the societies part- 
icipation In the planning or study of proposed 
developments. Studies by the field team are 
coordinated by several senior scientists, and 
are disigned to be as factual and objective as 
possible. In its brief history the NSW Division 
has been involved In several lengthy environ- 
mental controversies, including a twelve month 
study of Careel Bay, Pinwater for Warringah 
Shire Council and Uniserach Ltd., and has given 
submissions and advice on a host of smaller 
issues. 

The days of conservation through the arous- 
al of public sympathy are decidedly numbered, 
and, although this will always play some role, 
the battle with the bureaucracy over Environ- 
mental Impact Assessment will shortly become 
the deciding factor In most major issues. It is 
here, where facts, and not fancy, will achieve 
effective conservation, ensuring the rational 
utilization of all our resources. 

The alternative conservation movement must 
overcome the "backlash", regain their lost cred- 
ibility, and structure their moves to gain max- 
imum efficiency from their own resources. 


Trevor Ward. 


An increase of approximately 35% in Wage Bill in these areas 
An average increase of 20% in Material costs e.g. in meat, the 
increases have been sharper than 20% 


Regretably the Union cannot sustain cost increases indefinitely. 


An increase in prices for most items in conjunction with a review 
of hours of operation in the Milk and Snack Bars to eliminate 
labour costs. The Committee made this recommendation to the 
Union Board. 

The Union will continue to operate a range of SUBSIDISED meals 
in the 35c to 40c category. 


Chris Macphillamy, 

On behalf of the House Committee 




yfl this is the end of it. There will have to be a new is talking about it. Caucus neerly swung over. 

^ submission to cabinet. It will have to be re- So it was not bad when nearly six months ago 

i 4 viewed. There have been lots of critisims of they would have laughed if I had suggested that 

ihe ACF and there is no doubt about that. I it would be likely. 

- have made mine public and that stirred a fair 

bt of dust. It is also true that as a result of Wcrrom: It seems amazing that it was gone 

That, quite apart from the stories about who ahead with because compared with the alter- 

talked to whom in Ottawa or wherever it was«. natives it is so expensive. 

Washington, I also talked to people here. 1 got Oiss: Because too many still accept the argu- 

some very intelligent letters from quite pro- mem that it is expensive, but it is necessary to 

minent people who are concerned about the ensure the radio-telephone communication link 
. whole business. And I had to concoed the between Sydney-Cenberra- and Melbourne. 

J point that there had been no general election 

J ■ oi officers of the ACF there since we gained Woroni: But that was shown to be wrong. 

^ power. A lot of the rank and file are fed up Cass: To you, and to me, but not to everybody 

and I suppose it is not unreasonable to see if else. You cannot deny that at the moment 

^ can set their own house in order. So we have not the technology to implement it to- 

P whaievcr the reasons why 1 had to backtrack morrow. We still need dishes. The post-office 

it was also perhaps not an unreasonable thing has been able to prove that we are going to 

to do. need so many dishes by 1980. Now in fact they 

could have all sat on top of Red Hill. But lets 
be honest. At various times NCOC has said we 
don't want anything on top of Red Hill. DCA, 

I don't know whether because they meant it 
or whether they wanted to back NCDC, said 
they didn't want obstructions on the top of 
Red Hill because of air safety reasons. To now 
suddenly change the whole bloody argument 
over, as ) tried to do, and say, heck, NCOC 
doesn't object to something on the top of 
Red Hill — it took a long time for them to ' 
'admit but at last they did, but it was too late. 
We had three debates on it and they were not 
prepared to come dean and say we don't need 
Red Hill dear in the forseeable future. Right 
to the very end, they wanted to say eventually 
we do. People aren't game enough to look that 
far ahead — they should have shut up and said, 
having confidence In the technology — we don't 
mind, because 15 years from now everyone will 
realise that it is not necessary. That's my point, 
but 1 didn't manage to persuade them, they 
didn't believe it. They don't believe... 

A lot of people don't understand that when 
you talk about broad-band communication 
one little wire coming from your telephone 
like that you know a little box and the same 
sort of wire except coaxial cable or fibreglass 
going from the post-office and you dial a 
number and can get the variety — radio, TV 
programs from the other side of the world, 
conference hookups, everything, but people 
can't understand this. 


Moss Cass, the Minister for the Environ- 
ment and Conservation has been describ- 
ed as a middle-aged hippy and a modest, 
unassuming but completely fearless ideal- 
ist. He has views on everything, including 
what he considers to be the over-inflated 
reputation of LSO, and is frank enough to 
express them irrespective of embarrass- 
ment to the government: Whitlam would 
have preferred to leave him out of the 
Cabinet. John Madden, Andrew McCredie 
and Frank Muller taped this interview with 
him and a happy time was had by all. 


Woroni’ Do you think we ell tend to argue 
about resource limitations when talking about 
optimum population when there are social 
factors which may be more important such as 
problems of city dwelling? 

Cass: I don't know... I have just been given 
a book called the Environment game where 
the author suggests that we all ought to live in 
Island cities, by that he means for everyone to 
live in big cities and leave the rest of the land 
revert to wilderness, with whatever farming 
you need done, done from the central city. 
Maybe he has a case, maybe there is nothing 
wrong with big cities as long as they are well 
organised. 


Drugs and Lifestyles 

Woroni: What about experiments like Nimbin? 
Gir;: Weil, Inefficient. It would be alright 
if we all stopped copulating and just had to 
feed the few people who were living off that 
bit of land. The reality is that at the rate the 
world's population is growing. Australia cannot 
be divorced from it. If we tried to isolate 
ourselves it would, not be long before someone 
would be wanting to take us over and help 
themselves... 


tending that I know all the answers at all, but 
1 still do stupid things from an environmental 
point of view like everybody else. We want 
to start awakening the consciousness of the 
community on these things through the Oe- 
pertment perhaps setting up research projects 
to try and understand where the prjoblems are, 
what the possible solutions might be, coordin- 
ate or collaborate with the other departments 
to sort of chock on the things they want to do 
and to try and point out the environmentally 
hazardous aspects of whatever projects they 
might have in mind. And so on. I'm not in a 
position to say 'Thou shalt" because that goes 
right against the whole ethic of this economy, 
doesn't it? The basic point of course is the 
whole business of progress. 1$ it worthwhile? 


manian point of view, it would have been more 
valuable left as a nature reserve. I am con- 
vinced that in 50 years from now the Gordon 
scheme won’t be worth looking at, but by God 
if Lake Redder was still there people would 
come from all over the place to look at it. 


Wororti: How great do you think is the environ- 
mental awareness of the general pul^ic and is 
this reflected in the views of the ALP? 

Cass: I don't think there is much awareness in 
the general public. I n specific terms they might 
know a bit about one odd situation — Lake 
Redder, non-returnable tin cans, the Black Mount- 
ain Tower, but they may wonder what the fuss 
is about. That's about the extent of most of 
their knowledge. 

But there is an increasing awareness that it 
may involve things more serious, and of more 
long term significance to the community than 
ail this. Particularly, younger people are getting 
concerned — school kids as well as unh/ersity 
students are concerned about the future. Its 
not environment in the sense of litter In the 
streets — Its really concerned about whether we 
are buggering up the planet. 


Woroui: 'iherent in the organisation are cert« 
ein ConsKCutional difficulties... 

Cass: But what if they changed the constit- 
ution? 


Woroni: You feel that is more significant than 
the fact that they will be producing more elec- 
tricity that will require huge industries to be 
built up to use it? 

Cass: Well, I'm quite sceptical whether they 
will succeed in doing that anyway so that does- 
n't worry me overmuch. Most of the electric- 
ity now, so I'm told, is consumed by 2 indust- 
ries. ETectrolytic Zinc and Comalco between 
them they ^nsume more than 50% of the 
power generated — 1 think its 60%. Well. Christ 
if you're going to get another one like that 
well its highly unlikely. They have had this 
potential available for many years now and they 
have been staying around looking for the appro- 
priate industry and they haven't found one yet. 
They talk about the Uranium enrichment 
plant well. I'm buggered if I see it beino 
built down there, when Uranium is way up 
North anyhow, and there is plenty of power 
arxi water up North. I would guess, but in any- 
case who wants it. I'm sure Rex Conner would 
think a long time before he thinks of estab- 
lishing a Uranium enrichment plant in Tas- 
mania. 


Woroni: Weil they just had a referendum, but 
a three-quarters majority was required. The 
responses in favour of the anriendments were 
between 62% and 67%. 

Cass: I have talked with some who were aware 
of that, and in fact I talked with at least two 
who conceeded that it would be quite unrea- 
sonable not to adopt the changes despite the 
fact that the constitution had not been ful- 
filled, because quite clearly it was the senti- 
ments of the rank and file. Now these pennies 
have dropped it now remains to be seen what 
happens in their elections in, I think, October 
or November. And t can still have the last 
word. If they are still going along the same 
track no damn different and a lot of conser- 
vationists are upset, well, next year when I 
bring it to Cabinet I will recommend appro- 
priately. 

Woroni: What do you see as an alternative 
direction to fund money; to other bodies? 

Cass: Ironically into a national conservational- 
ist body. This is another reason why if they 
can reform themselves it Is good, because I 
would only want to set one up anyway. Be- 
cause I don't want to be bothered being the 
whipping post for all the various conservation- 
ist groups. I much rather they worked it all 
out amongst themselves and worked out their 
own priorities and then presented a case to the 
government. We want to be cooperative, but I 
am buggered if we want to be an arbitrator. 
Which is more important. Precipitous Bluff 
or Lake Redder, or Cooletoola Sands or Bungonia 
Gorge or the Top End Perk. Now they are ell 
important, but someone has got to set priorities. 
Now let Them work it out and say the govern- 
ment ought to act on this and then this and 
this, and we can work out what finances are 
involved. I don't want to be judge. They 
would finish up falling out with me and one 
another. 


Woroni: Do you think that sort of lifestyle 
has any significance? 

Cass: Oh, it Is interesting for a few people. I. 
pecsortally, might hop into it myself, but that 
is irrelevant to the real problems of the world. 
1 would never put that up as a solution to the 
world's problems, i would say that was dis- 
honest. For a few people it obviously Is 
significant, and good luck to them. 


All life depends upon preying on some 
other form of life. The whole bloody 
thing goes *roun n* roun n*roun in a 


circle doesnU it with the worm eating 
you when you're dead. So who the hell 
do you think you are. 


Woroni: The N.C.D.C. Molonglo Parkway Im- 
pact Staten>ent didn't live up to may peoples 
expectations of what an impact statement 
should be like. What do you see as the funct- 
ions of impact statements and who should pre- 
pare them? 

Cass: The same way that one was prepared. 

As they're criticised publicly we get more 
aware of what ought to be in them. That's the 
third one of any significance that's been pro- 
duced. Black Mountain was the first. Googong 
was the second. Then Molonglo. They're 
brand new enterprises. Of course. They're 
going to be deficient. We don't know how to 
do it. we haven't even drawn up guidelines 
yet, we're still debating those. But the mere 
fact that they've been published and people 
have been able to criticise them serves as a 
means of educating us as to how to do it pro- 
perly next time. 

Woroni: Should the department or group 
doing the project produce the impact statement? 
Cass: Yes. Because I know people think I 
ought to be the policeman sitting over the 
top of It all but. I'd never get time to scratch 
myself if I'm going to check up on everybody. 
And In any case shouldn't the project be plan- 
ned initially In an environmentally sensitive 
way? Now that's what you're aiming for. 

That is why the Department doing it should 
draw up the impact statement because in the 
process of drawing up the impact statement they 
may ask themselves the question, "Is it worth- 
while?" which often I suspect, is never asked. 
Look at the submerging of Lake Redder. Is it 
necessary? Its a fundamental question. 


Woroni: What about the ALP? 

Cass: Well, the ALP is no better or worse than 
anyone else. I think it Is a fair sign of the will- 
ingness to accept that something needs to be 
done is that at the last Federal Conference they 
accepted most of what I put up. The bit that 
Peter Samuel talked at length about in the 
Bulletin was bullshit. The essence of policy was 
accepted without amendment at all. It was just 
one simplistic statement about alternate life 
styles which didn't have to be said anyway 
because it was covered in the rest of it anyway, 
you know in statements about non-renewable 
resources and recycling and that sort of stuff. 


Woroni: What are your thoughts on drugs? 

Cass: I am vehemently opposed to anyone 
using any drugs at all, including marijuana, 
but given that I am not God and therefore I 
cannot stop people using drugs and it would 
seem that people want to use drugs for ell sorts 
of reasons, I think heving penelties placed on 
drug use just makes the problem worse. I 
would fer rather remove the penalties from all 
including hard drugs and face up to the prob- 
lem of those who use any drugs in excess, and 
lets fact it, the most extensively used drugs in 
excess are not heroin, but alcohol, ordinary 
cigarettes, barbituates and tranquil isers all of 
them legally available; and the people who 
overuse them obviously have problems. In- 
stead of chasing them as criminals we should 
be treating them as sick. people. That's my stand. 


to be killed If we stop the whaling industry. 
So we have got to solve that problem within 
itself. At the same time, of course, I think 
we should be joining in the international dis- 
cussion on this and making the points that we 
did ^ despite the protests and anxieties about 
the Australian Whaling industry, making the 
point that it is just an unnecessary industry. 
And if people went to then we better breed 
the whales first, because et the rate we are 
going there will not be any to knock off soon. 


Woroni: You don't see nuclear power as 
feasible? 

Cm: Not until we know a lot more about it, 
perhaps. 1 suspect even then only in an ultimate 
crisis situation. There Isa hell of a lot of sun 
that falls on this planet, before we need worry 
about nuclear power — as long as we can get 
the technology out of the way. But given all 
the money spent on atomic research and try 
putting a bit of that into solar energy we may 
come up with the answer that Australia is the 
richest country in the world. 


Woroni: What do you think of the principle 
the polluter pays? 

Cass: Well, you don’t have to be revolutionary 
to accept it I think everyone does, but how 
you implement it. Shorn of excess verbiage 
it simply means that the cost of any product 
must represent not only the cost of producing 
it, but the cost to the community in terms of 
the value of the resource which maybe non- 
renewable that is being used — and the value of 
recycling if you want to recycle on the value 
of getting rid of the pollution it might cause • 
the whole damn lot. 


Woroni: Do you ever see Australia playing a 
leading role like the Scandinavian countries? 
Qus: I hope so. There's been a change of 
government. Well ! think In the past six months 
we have started to say a few things in a few 
places that have not been said in the past, for 
many years. I mean we even equivocated on 
the whaling issue last year. We took one stand 
at the Stockholm Conference ar^d another at 
the International Whaling Commission. At 

least we were a bit consistent this year, after a bh 
a mix-up we finally come down in favour of 
the moratorium, even amongst the whaler's and 
against our own best interests in terms of the 
local industry in Western Australia. 


Woroni: What I noticed about the policy state- 
ments was that they were very general. Were 
you frightened to tackle the Conference with 
specific policy statements? 

Cass: Well, not quite. You think about it. 

Those words in the policy statements were not 
telling us what to do about a specific Issue; they 
are laying down guidelines for any such Issue 
should it ever crop up. If anything pops up, we 
are now free to judge it on whether it uses non- 
renewable resources and if so how, and whether 
it can be recycled. Now you don't want to be 
more specific than this because that's what was 
wrong with the Labor Party in the older days 
when they said "We'll natiqnalise this", and ten 
years or twenty years later when we've got the 
power to do it, it's irrelevant. That's not what 
you’re after anyway. The word "nationalise" 
is garbage. What you have to do is utilise the re- 
source or plan the service for the maximum 
benefit of the community. Sometimes it may Woroni: But our entire cities are based on the 
be what one calls nationalisation, sometimes car. 

it may be more worker participation, other Gtss: Well we're going to have to start quickly 
times it may be that you say "No, you can't do changing the basis of transport In cities, 
that there because you have no right to use 
that resource in that way". 

Now the policy as we have adopted allows 
me, or any nnember of the government if he's 
so motivated, to determine priorities in terms 
that are quite reasonable. I would much rather 
have It that way than have a specific statement 
on a factory somewhere or an oil refinery. I 

want to worry about all oil refineries anywhere. HTgrani; Why wouldn't it, say have been 

made 10 or 20 percent? 

Casi; Oh, well, you have to have the political 
guts — it was not primarily devised as an environ- 
mental ploy, lets be honest. It was a technique 
for raising money for the social structure. 

Woroni; What do you see as the significance of 

Lake Redder? Woroni; But you are saying wo should elim- 

Qiss; Lake Redder? ... Well ... Mainly it'll be a inate cars, you are saying the polluter should 

lesson for us for the future. There is nothing pay, but I don't see any real instance of this 

we can do directly — the decisions have been occurring. 

taken, all the dams have been built. If 1 win the Cass; Well we haven't done It yet. I'm not 

debate, 1 guess, wc will be able to provide for pretending we have, 

the moratorium and then we'll see what comes 

from that. It may show that the Lake can be Woroni; Does the Labor Party intend to do It? 

saved. But even if 1 don't succeed, and please Cass; Oh well yes, we have got to look into it. 

don't therefore interpret this as suggesting I These are some of the things we are going to 
don't think wB will or I don't want to win which have to investigate, 
is the usual way newspaper interpret my state- 
ments because I'm just trying to be careful Impact Statements 
not to inflate people's expectations unreason- Woroni; What do you see as the function of 
ably. Of course I hope we save the Lake and your ministry al this moment and in the future? 

there are several points for this. Cass; Well, If I've got my profits hot on I'd 

I think the extent of Ihe enterprise is un- say to save the world, but you're not allowed 

necessary for Tasmania at the moment. They to quote that without a smile on your face 

could well do without that amount of electric- because I make it with a smile on that. But if 

ity in my opinion based on the facts available people who feel that if we don't get concerned 

to me at the moment. But maybe it will change, about the environment, and what we're doing 
Lake Redder was significant because it is a to it life mightn't survive here for more than a 

unique bit of water In a setting and situation couple of hundred years. But that's long term 

which in the long run would be worth, quite policy and not what I'm going to achieve. But 

apart from the aesthetic value and what I might what I've got to do is start awakening people 
emotionally feel about It, in the narrow Tas- arxl the government and myself. I'mnotpre- 


Woroni; Jarvis Bay Is tied up with the Atomic 
Bomb— 

Gass; Well I'm not Interested In that. Bombs 
are useless. They don't do anything for any- 
body except create worries. 


Woroni; There does seem to be a definite 
anti-environment lobby in the Labor Party? 
Cass; Don't be too tough on the Labor 
Party. There is an anti-environment lobby ir. 
the whole community in the sense that they 
see environmental arguments as always anti- 
progress. You wouldn't do so well in the 
Liberal Party I'm telling you. One bloke there 
started talking outright about the need to play 
and so on, and that was Andrew Peacock. I 
know because my Press Secretary was 
Andrew's at the time and he wrote Andrew's 
speech. It was the last speech Andrew Peacock 
made on that topic end Blazey now works for 
me. Obviously everyone wants to hammer 
the Labor Party, but it's the community who 
needs to understand these issues. After all 
let's remember that there are a number of paf- 
liamentarians on the Labor Party side who are 
very pro-environment because they feel the 
Labor Party in fact won votes on environmental 
Issues. Fellows like David McKenzie, Tony 
Lamb, Race Matthews, John Coates, just to 
name a few, there are probably more, oh Barry 
Cohen feels it was probably significant in his 
electorate. 


Woroni; In a party policy platform could you 
ever see the controlling of the drug situation 
taken away from the police force? 

Cass; Well, not as a party policy because it is a 
he lith matter and I hope we will do it through 
the health department someday. Take It right 
out of the hands of the customs departinent 
and shove it right where it belongs, with the 
medical profession and social workers and so 
on, and psychologists because it is a psychol- 
ogical problem, I think in varying degrees. 

You and I might try it just for kicks and it 
doesn't mean any thing, but lots of people 
can't stop once they get started, and they 
just do it — they don't have to be coaxed to do 
it, they just do it because they are looking for 
something. 


IVorom: But is it being pushed.,.? 

Cass; Not by us. It hasn't come up for dis- 
cussion and no one in our party would want to 
be bothered with It. Rex Conners even wants 
to leave thd uranium buried right where it is, 
for a while. He acknowledges that we may 
need to use it, he doesn't want to mine it now. 


tt'orom: But.... 

Cass; I said should we, should we in terms of 
the environment, should we have cars, in terrtjs 
of surviving another 200 years? Should we 
have motor cars? 


A.C.F. 

Woroni; What about the Australian Conser- 
vation Foundation? 

Qiss; It is true that they are getting this year 
what they got last year. It is also true that this 
year is the last year of the five year agreement 
they received from John Gorton, to support 
them. True he only offered them $50,000 
and Billy McMahon upped It to $150,000 but 


Energy 

Worom; What do you see as Australia's major 
energy resources of the future? 

Cass; Sunlight. 


Black Mountain 

Woroni; Why is Black Mountain Tower being 
built despite the fact that there seems no sound 
reason for it? 

Cass; Oh well, because the decision was taken 
before we got in.... 


lyororti.- What about the Jarvis Bay nudear 
reactor? 

Cass; Bullshit 


Woroni; What's your department's role with 
the Impact statement? The other Department 
produces it... 

Cass; Ours is to check it or have it publicly 
discussed and bring in our own expertise people 
who are concentrating on environmental facts 
and trying to produce constructive criticism 
and to produce the guidelines in discussion 
with all the other departments. If called upon 
by works to supply some experts to go end 
help them In the initial stages. The Swedes 
have got the right answer. They say wa don't 
need environmental Impact statements because 
everything ought to be planned environmentally 
in the 1st place. 


Woroni; Vie have a problem, that students 
get concerned about environmental issues at 
university, they go and graduate and get a 
job and they usually find their Job is in contra- 
diction to their ideals... 

Gass; (singing). It's the same the whole world 
over, (laughterl 


Worotu; Yes, but it is true that you could 
have changed it. 

Cass;, Weil, I could have, well I couldn't, I 
suppose the cabinet could have. But one is 
reluctant to .... Its a difficult, embarrassing 
situation it depends on people's aesthetic 
appreciation. Let's be honest, there are a lot 
of people who think that bloody big erection 
will be loverly. You know, they'll lie back In 
their beds in the morning and feel good because 
even if they can't manage it, there it is up there 
(laughter). They do, some people think it Is 
marvellous. 


Woroni; Would you see the 5% surcharge on 
petrol as a step in that direction? 

Giss; Well an incidental gesture because we 
needed to raise money, but a very painless one 
as far as we were concerned because it was a 
trend in the right direction anyhow. 


Woroni; You don't feel you have alienated 
any of the older members in the Labor I’artv? 
Cc^; Oh yes, sure yes, as I have alienated a lot 
of older people In The community, because to 
them, I am talking a whole lot of bullshit — 
middle-class trendy stuff. 


Woroni; Is It in this sense that the environment 
debate is mainly a middle-class centred debate 
lacking any guts, because the conflicts don't 
extend beyond the individual's conscience most 
of the time? 

Cass; That may be partly true but that doesn't 
alter the reality, it must extend beyond that or 
else we are all doomed. So you just have to 
hope that for every thousand students virtio go 
out and forget their morals a hundred might 
remember. 


Lake Redder 


M'oroni; That sort of aim would involve having 
experts in all these departments? 

Cass; Ultimately yes. But I can see that people 
haven't yet accepted this proposition. This is 
the idea of what we call environment of advoc- 
ates all around the place. In other words 
works ought to have some engineers who have 
been trained In environmental considerations. 


Population 

IVororn; What are your views on an optimum 
papulation for Australia? 

Cass; Well I don't know what the figure is, 
but I was interested to see at the ANZAAS 
Clonference that some bloke produced a paper 
showing that based on the arable land, not the 
land which is now being farmed, but the 
possible arable land in Australia, bearing In 
mind rainfall and soil Jvpes and so on, Australia 
optimally could feed 60 million people. He 
didn't say we could support a population of 
that size, he said that if we had 40 million here 
we could export food for 20 million. That's on 
arable land. If you add to that the water re- 
quirements for the population living here, and 
what you use to grow crops is in addition to 
what you need to water cities. If you add the 
water needs for the community then the pop- 
ulation celling is around 36 million for Aust- 
ralia. I know there are some, like Colin Clarke 
who talk about population ceilings of 120 mill- 
ion, loverly, but I don't know what he it talking 
about, unless you are doing it to bum up a hall 
of a lot of power distilling water, and I am 
just not convinced that Is practicable. That Is 
such a waste of resources. Obviously Australia 
meeds a policy on population. 


Woroni; Yes, but it is destroying part of the 
hillside... 

Qiss; Yes, but don't be too bound up with 
that. I was careful not to push that, because 
I knew bloody well I could be laughed at, 
because it is claimed there are photographs in 
existence showing Black Mountain bare. 
Photography has not been going all that long. 
In other words that is a fairly recent regenerat- 
ion, so never mind all this bullshit about a 
great unsupported environmental spot that 
has been up there for ever and a day. 




Woroni; What about Zero Growth Rate for 
Australia? 

Qiss; The views some people have is that the 
only measure of progress is more and more and 
more and more. We have got to get across the 
view that it is just working hard to stand still. 
Why not relax and stand still. Our so-called 
progress is not on balance getting us very much 
further ahead in any way. Sociologically, there 
are all these break-downs In society. People 
aren't happier if they're richer. It depends on 
how you define progress. If you measure it by 
the number of cars you see In the dump then 
we ere pretty progressive; but if you measure 
by whether people have happier lives longer, 
if they have fewer creck-ups In their personal 
relationships. I am not talking about divorces. 

I don't care if people play merry-go-rounds in 
their sex life. The point is are they happy about 
it. That is what Is relevant. We're obviously 
a fer from happy society. 


Woroni; Do you think that ecologicel activists 
are being too.hysierical in their demands? 

Cass; Oh, sometimes a lot of the Labor Party 
ere pretty extremist. (Laugh) And a lot of 
Capitalists are pretty extremist. We are em- 
otional animals with all our bullshit about 
being cold and logical, we are in fact governed 
by our emotions and people who feel strongly 
about things almost inevitably feel passionately, 
Passionately (jeing not all that objective all the 
time. 


Woroni; But you are taking some of the park 
away — you are building a carpark, a freeway.., 
Cass; I concede that. But some because of 
the feet that it was onca pasture land anyway, 
because it Is seen as necessary to make Can- 
berra a tourist centre, with that revolving 
thirtg around where the scrotum would be... 

For these reasons I trod carefully on it. In 
fact my whole attack was based on the tech- 
nological necessity for it. I am still convinced 
that it is unnecessary. That I think is true, 
but I couldn't persuade people. I nearly did 
as you probably have heard, because everybody 


Woroni; The whole crisis has highlighted pro- 
blems of international cooperation In environ- 
mental situations. What do you see as Aust- 
ralia's role in general here? 

Cass; First of all overcoming the battle within 
Australia itself, because once again there is the 
whalers who want to keep going. That is a 
problem. Threats that a whole town is going 
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QUEEN vs ' CASS 


Startling scenes were witnessed at the 
Supreme Court this morning prior to the 
much publicised triai of one Cass, claimed 
by a usually reliable source to be a Min- 
ister for the Environment. As the trial 
was about to begin, a lynching party ied 
by a large man identified by some obser- 
vers as a member of a Biack Mountain 
Committee, attempted to execute the 
accused on a guillotine hastily erected 
in the body of the Court. Only the gall- 
ant intervention of an unknown academic, 
who assured the assembled throng that he 
was the Sub-Dean of the Law Faculty, 
prevented a hideous miscarriage of justice. 

In an impassioned oration he rendered 
section 92 of the Commonwealth Con- 
stitution in hexameters. In the resultant 
dispute with the lynching party about 
the applicability of section 92 of the Cass 
case, a Tipstaff extricated the accused 
from the crowd around the guillotine. A 
small salvo of gas shells fired by the ACT 
police soon cleared the Court. Shortly 
afterwards, the trial began before Mr. 
Justice Precedent. When His Honour had 
adjusted his gas mask, the Prosecutor, 

. Mr Hardinge Qiffard, Q.C. rose and address- 
ed the Court; 


Hardinge Gifford, Q.C. 

May it please the Court, this is an his- 
toric case. It is the first prosecution under 
the Preservation of the Environment Act, 
recently passed by the legislature. Sect- 
ion 4 of this Act makes it an offence to 
damage the quality of the environment 
in any way, while section 5 provides 
stringent penalties for those who are acc- 
omplices in the commission of such off- 


Precedent, J. 

What is the environment, Mr Giffard? 

Hl. ^inge Giffard, Q.C. 

Just a figure of speech. Your Honour, 
just a figure of speech. 

The Attorney-General (By leave for the 
accused Cass) 

If Your Honour pleases, my client 
should be immediately acquitted. How 
can he be charged with harming a figure 
of speech? 

The A ttomey-General 

Lake Pedder is in Tasmania which is 
not part of Australia. In any event, it 
has a Labor government. 

Hardinge Giffard, Q.C. 

The accused has done nothing to pre- 
serve Bungonia Gorge, in New South 
Wales, from destruction by limestone 
quarrying. 

The Attorney-General 

But the Commonwealth Constitution 
restrains my client from interfering in 
the affairs of the Sovereign state of New 
South Wales. 


Precedent, J.. 

This Court has never heard of the 
Commonwealth Constitution. It it had, 
it would hold it invalid as an unlawful 
and pretended invasion of the prerogat- 
ives of the Crown. 

Hardinge Giffard, Q.C. 

And then there is the Molonglo Park- 
way, in Canberra, designed to destroy the 
beauty of Lake Burley Griffin and the 
habitat of numerous water birds and 
platypuses. The accused is privy to this 
proposal. 


Hardinge Giffard, Q.C. 

My learned Junior tells me that the 
environment has to do with the quality 
of life. Your Honour. 

Precedent, J. 

Surely the environment is like God. 

Some people believe in it, but nobody can 
define it. 

Hardinge Giffard, Q.C. 

The prosecution case. Your Honour, 
is that the accused committed offences 
against the Preservation of the Environ- 
ment Act by permitting the destruction 
of the environment, when seized with 
the duty, as Minister of the Crown for 
the Environment, of preserving the qual- 
ity of the environment. This is a very 
serious matter, and the legislature has ' 
very properly provided that it should be 
a capital offence. 

(Groans, hisses, cries of "Impeach Rich- 
ard Milhous NixonI") 

Hardinge Giffard, Q.C. 

The prosecution will call witnesses to 
show that the accused, whilst Minister 
for the Environment, acquiesced in the 
plans for the destruction of the summit 
of Black Mountain, by constructing 
thereon an obscene phallus, sometimes 
referred to as the Post Office Tower, an 
erection which is not only calculated to 
destroy natural ecology of Black Mount- 
ain itself, but which also constitutes a 
massive act of visual pollution, destroy- 
ing the natural skyline of Canberra. 

The A ttomey-General 

But the opponents of the Tower pro- 
ject are notoriously Labor Party aca- 
demics, Your Honour, who should be 
suppressed. In any event, my client 
opposed the project but was overruled 
by his colleagues in Cabinet 

Precedent, J. 

That is no defence. The accused was 
Minister for the Environment. His duty 
was to prevent its destruction. He can- 
not hide behind his colleagues. 

The A ttomey-General 

But the Department of the Environ- 
ment has no real power, and its estab- 
lishment was mere window dressing to 
catch the support of the younger voters. 

It is not intended to actually do anything 
of a positive nature to protect the en- 
vironment, particularly as this would 
bring it into conflict with other govern- 
ment departments involved in its des- 
truction. 

Precedent, J. 

The accused cannot plead politics in 
this Court, 

Hardinge Giffard, Q.C. 

Furthermore, the accused has done 
nothing to save Lake Pedder from des- 
truction by flooding in the name of Hydro- 
Electricity. 

Precedent, J. 

The Court has heard enough. I shall 
pass sentence on the accused without 
hearing the witnesses. 

But before sentence could be passed the 
proceedings were brought to an abrupt 
end by the appearance of part of a large 
communications tower through the wall 
of the Court, which had collapsed under 
the impact. It appears that during the 
proceedings one Bowen, a Post Master, 
had attempted to lower, from a heli- 
copter, a pre-fabricated tower onto the 
summit of Black Mountain. Due to an 
unforeseen technical error the tower was 
inadvertently dropped onto the Law 
Courts, causing their immediate des- 
truction. 




SO^BAl/< 
^ J* A. rvV 




PASSPORT PHOTOS 
WHILE-U-WAIT 
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PHONE 
47 0154 


STUDENT DISCOUNTS 


PSYCHOLOGISTS 

FOR 

VOCATIONAL 

GUIDANCE 

The Australian Department of Labour has vacancies in all States for 
psychologists for vocational guidance work in 1974, 

Suitably qualified applicants will be selected as follows: 
a Those lacking previous relevant work experience will undergo 
12 months' intensive training in the Department immediately 
following engagement. During the year approximately 9 weeks 
will be spent at a central course in Melbourne 

b Those who have had previous experience in vocational guidance 
or allied work may be exempted from part or all of the training 
course. It is anticipated that some applicants in this category 
will be placed in available positions immediately following 
engagement. 

Qualifications 

A university degree vvith a major in Psychology is the minimum 
requirement, and students who will complete this qualification in 
1973 may apply. A fourth year qualification and/or previous ex- 
perience would be an advantage. . 

Salary 

Commencing salary ranges from $5434 for a pa^ degree to $5873 
for a first class honours degree, with the maximum of the range being 
$8290. 

Appointment' 

On satisfactory completion of training, psychologists will be appointed 
to vacancies as they occur in the Department's Vocational Guidance 
Service, which has units in all States, the Northern Territory and 
Canberra. : 

Further information and application forms are available from the 
Regional Director, Department of Labour, or the Public Service, 
Inspector, in each State. Applications should be submitted to: 

The Secretary 

Department of Labour 

PO Box 2817AA . ' 

MELBOURNE::. VIC -3000 
By: 21/9/73 
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The NSW public works department would call 
it "unclaimed land". Interested parties were 
concerned that members of the public had 
noticed the state of this mangrove swamp:* 
the solution — chop down what's left. 


Below left Sullivans Ck? 


Below right Captains Flat 


ANU UNION 


NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS 


Development Committee 
Discipline Committee 


Applications from the general membership of the Union are invited to fill the following positions on the Union Committees 
as listed below: ' • 

House Committee : 2 positions ‘ . 

. Bar Committee : 1 position (possible vacancy as from 17/9/73) ■ 

Development Committee : \ 4 positions 

Discipline Committee "4 positions * . 

Union members who are members of the Board or are employed by the Union are not eligible to apply. 

In addition to the above stipulation, members of the Discipline Committee cannot be members of other Union Committees. 

All Nominees are requested to appear before the Board for interview at 7.30 p.m. on Monday, 17th September, when they ' 
should be prepared to state their qualifications orally and/or in writing. . . , . 
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Once again I find myself haunched in the 
Union Bar scratching my inebriated backside 
and attempting to put pen to paper. 

However before t begin rambling I would 
like to deny any responsibility, whatsoever, 
for any of the foregoing raves in this Woronl. 
We didn't really want to waste twelve pages 
on an environment issue (a well justified 
stand to if you bothered to read any of the 
articles), still it didn't seem a bad idea at the 
time since it meant that I could have spent 
another week drunk. 

Outside the window of the Bar my gaze 
is often transfixed upon a delightful trickle of 
sewerage which masauarades under the rather 
pretentious title of Sullivans Creek. Many Is 
the happy hour I have whiled away perusing 
the Creek counting how many sacred beer 
cans, turds arKl dead cats float past. 

The smell of the water is somewhat diff- 
icult to describe but it is certainly original — 
one can whiff taints of stormwater sewerage, 
petrol sleaks and a multitude of different in- 
dustrial wastes from Dickson. In short there 
is something for every palate. 

Sullivan's Creek serves more purpose than 
just a visual joy though. Clever plumbing has 


I 
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enabled the Refectory, to capture a cheap 
source of water to cook vegetables in. even the 
Sports Union recognises the economic feasib- 
ility and has completely cut out its bill for 
shower water. 

Why the Union Bistro is called Sullies is a 
matter of conjecture however and I would not 
like to speculate on this point. Perhaps the 
easiest way to find out is to indulge in a meet 
there. 

The Sports Union has persuaded Property 
and Plans to dam Sullivans Creek below the 
University Avenue bridge to enable members 
to enjoy a midday swim during the summer 
months. What a fantastic ideal A good time is 
promised for alt — I can just envisage the 
happy hordes joyfully throwing beer cans at 
each other, assaulting passing strangers with 
deceased dogs and pissing in the creek. 

Even the piscians have a fine habitat in 
Sullivans. When I rang the University Zoo- 
logist last week to ascertain why there were 
so many fish thrashlrig the surface of the pond 
opposite Ursulas and why there were scores of 
dead fish in the area, he informed me that the 
dirty beasts were only indulging in their 
annual screwing and the seagulls were annihil- 
ating the ones that got more carried away. 

I really can't see why people object to the 
French Bomb Tests. They are really a quite 
nice race of people and nobody gets really 
hurt besides the odd mutant kid artd the var- 
ious unfortunate weekend hippy whose hair 
ail falls out (nuclear fall out?) 

The Chinese had much more style. They 
didn't bother telling anyone beforehand and 
then exploded it next to the Indian border 
which, you must admit, is one way to begin 
on the long path towards zero population 
growth. 


Another so-called environmental issue 
which is of no consequence is the rubbish 
which is being spouted about can recycling. 
Stubbies might be okay but cans don't break 
when you drop them. It's all a question of 
priorities, and any real Australian knows whore 
his priorities should be. The can Is an Aust- 
ralian Institution. 

The Black Mountain Tower isn't all bad 
either. Imagine all those pretty lights you could 
see from the top of the Tower when you're 
stoned. 

If ait the people opposed to the Tower 
were dead serious they should save their 
money from being wasted on court actions 
and invest in dynamite instead. Then wait 
dll the Tower is built and blow it up and 
destroy the environment completely. 

I don't think the government would 
bliild another one. 

I'm also glad to see the Molonglo Freeway 
being built as it will make It very hard to get 
to the Staff Centre which is still serving shit- 
house food, has various obnoxious members 
on its staff end takes a quarter of an hour to 
serve a beer. 

But wj all know where the true eco- 
freaks went don't we? To Nlmbin. 

Last report from there says that the creek 
is being eroded duo to all the stones removed 
from the creokbed and left scattered all over 
the she. The creek is polluted anyway now. 
The toilet holes have all sunk three feet since 
they were filled in and when all the rain 
finally came those hippies who were left 
couldn't get back to their city pads fast en- 
ough. leaving all they couldn't carry behind. 



Yours, naturally, 
Jack Growford. 


"I knew this would damned 


conservationists had their way!” 




Bill Arnold Ph.C.M.RS. 
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directed to supplying essential needs, there Is 
no case at all, given Australia's balance of 
trade situation, for a heavily subsidized export 
industry which exploits a public resource and 
which involves heavy environmental costs and 
no public benefits. 

- The usual case (and indeed one of the few 
non-trivial econontic benefits cited in the EISI 
for such projects is their ‘indirect benefits', 
namely their provision of 'decentralised em- 
ployment', in this case for 350 people. But 
there is a certain eventual conflirt with tour- 
ism, a far more harmless and important em- 
ployer than forestry (which American studies 
have shown even in minor tourist states to earn 
$10 for every $1 earnt by the forest industries), 
and which also adds to decentralisation. WA 
has no unemployment problem, and there have 
been recent complaints about the small cut- 
back in the immigration program leading to a 
shortage of workers. The employment pro- 
vided by woodchip schemes is of low quality 
and its numbers exaggerated. For example, the 
woodchipping and subsequent degradation of 
half Australia's forests would employ only .2% 
of the total workforce, reducing to .1% by 
2000 - a poor bargain. And since the main 
argument for decentralisation is its supposed 
addition to the quality of life. It seems strange 
to decrease the quality and amenity of one of 
the most attractive aspects of the natural 
environment, the native forests, for 99.9% of 
the workforce in order to provide low quality 
decentralised employment for .1 %. The em- 
ployment justification depends basically upon 
a principle of provision of employment at al- 
most any cost, commercial or environmental, 
and is a thinly disguised attempt to present 
development as a welfare measure. 

If these Industries have no public benefits, 
but only overwhelming costs, both commercial 
and environmental, it seems reasonable to ask 
why public forest services are pursuing them 
■and promoting them. The answer is that not 
everyone loses. The forest services themselves 


gain through expansion, and the forest indust- 
ries gain; there is very strong evidence, both 
political and economic (presented in detail in 
our book*) that forest services act largely in the 
interests of the farst industries. Forest services 
regard themselves as "the forest section of the 
industry", strongly identify with the forst 
industries and their interests (to the exclusion 
of other conflicting interests), end have close 
contacts with the forest industries. They are 
very responsive to their demands and require- 
ments. The ideology of pursuit of maximum 
quanilities of wood — regardless of economics 
or welfare — with non wood-production mat- 
ters receiving only verbal attention, also serves 
those interests. The ideology is bolstered by 
Orwellian doubletalk about "improving" the 
environment, when in fact such methods im- 
prove short-term wood production at the ex- 
pense of everything else. 

The economic picture confirms the political 
and Ideological one of the forest services as 
mainly concerned to protect the Interest of 
the forest industries. The forest services gen- 
erously shoulder the unprofitable part of 
production, leaving the profitable part in priv- 
ate hands. They make large losses (last year 
exceeding $30 million for Australia, without 
counting the heavy indirect support services), 
which have been increasing since 1950. The 
losses are due to the fact that royalties are set 
well below the cost of production, amounting 
to a large public subsidy for the forest indust- 
ries, and providing strong temptation for the 
cutting of environmental corners. There is a 
particularly heavy public subsidy for the pro- 
duction of raw material for the paper and 
packaging industry, since royalties are much 
lower for puipwood than for sawnwood, al- 
though it costs almost as much to produce. 

Yet forest services strongly resist attempts to 
lift royalties to more realistic levels, because 
of their interest in maintaining artificially high 
levels of consumption and use to benefit both 
themselves and the forest iirdustries. This is 
dear in the WA EIS, where the Forests Depart- 
ment complain that more realistic royalties 
would lead "to a lower standard of utilisation". 
Use (even for overseas consumers) is what 


counts, regardless of public costs or welfaral 

The woodchip industry raises broader 
questions: for, one might ask, if one cannot 
stop mindless development where there is en- 
vironmental deterioration and no public bene- 
fits, only heavy financial costs, what chance 
is there of stopping arty sort of development? 

It also provides a test case for a discranmating 
vs unducnrnmqdn^ attitude to economic growth. 
Unfortunately, with the Federal Government's 
acceptance and endorsement "as soundly based 
and in the national Interest" and ‘improving 
the environment' of the Manjimup project, 
in some ways a particularly vicious project, 
there is little ground for hope that the Labor 
Government will be much better on this sort 
of development than the previous Government, 
notorious for its undiscriminating attitude to 
development and its identification of the inter- 
ests of Australians with the interests of part- 
icular industries. 

As one might expect when activities are 
directed to private interest end are unable to 
withstand much public scrutiny, there is a well 
developed system of repression, secrecy and 
censorship on the forestry scene. Despite 
the fact that what is being exploited it nom- 
inally a public resource, and that there is clear- 
ly public loss and private gain, royalties, and 
especially puipwood royalties, are a closely 
guarded secret. Little information about 
planned projects is available to the public in 
advance (the one shining exception being the 
Territory service since the arrival of Enderby), 
the worst state in this respect being, predict- 
ably, Q'land. But the information deliberaiely 
withheld from Australians is freely advertised 
on the Japanese market. The forest services' 
tender regard for the needs arrd opinions of the 
forest industries contrasts strikingly with the 
contempt for others this attitude demonstrates. 
With the public release of EIS for woodchip 
projects, this secrecy may disappear to some 
extent, although details of private profits will 
remain confidential, as will royalties in general. 

It is not merely non-foresters who suffer 
from this system however. It is the NSW For- 
estry Commissioner's proud boast that none of 
his staff (the "real forest ecologists") has ever 


complained about the Eden woodchip project. 
There Is little doubt about what would happen 
to any who did, or whose doubts were publicly 
expressed. Federal public servants are of course 
in a hopeless position, and their jobs can be 
jeopardised at a word or phone call from the 
Commissioner. Since access to state forests is 
essential for research and teaching purposes, 
and the Commissioner is empowered to pro- 
hibit anyone he likes from entering state for- 
ests or carrying out research there, he has a good 
hold over members of university forestry de- 
partments, end has been known to use it to 
stifle possible adverse criticism by ANU fores- 
ters. The need for workers to rely on confid- 
ential data supplied by the service, the funding 
of research projects, and the virtual complete 
monopoly of the source of employment for 
students, are further sources of control. Not 
surprisingly, few professional foresters are 
willing to rock the boat. And it must be ad- 
mitted that many (perhaps most) can see noth- 
ing wrong with these developments, and have 
simply bought the value system which Inspires 
them. 

CSIRO workers are hamstrung by a system 
of censorship and self-censorship, and often 
the same reliance on slate forests for research 
projects; in addition, the forest services had 
for many years an understanding with the 
CSIRO that there was to be no "poaching", 
and CSIRO workers attempting to investigate 
the effects of forestry activities on various 
aspects of the environment were "warned off". 
Consequently this much-needed research, which 
was not being done by forest services them- 
selves, was affectively blocked, and some of 
the most concerned and knowledgeable workers 
silenced. 

With so many workers in the conventionally 
relevant areas silenced, complacent or sold out 
to the wood production ideology, the burden 
of speaking out and opposing the alarming 
march of forestry "progress" falls on others, 
and particularly heavily on other university 
workers whose disciplines have some bearing 
on these problems. ,. '■ 


V & R. Routley, RSSS. 
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Dr Oayalan Devanessan stood right out at 
the recent National Seminar on World Pop- 


ulation for his ability to end theoretical 
waffling discussion and bring the seminar 
back to earth. He has been involved in 
community medicine in India and has 
worked in neglected provincial border areas. 
He is at present doing a Diploma of Public 
Health at Sydney University and has aims 
to upgrade the importance of community 
medicine in India's health and develop- 
ment programmes. 

Frank Muller and John Madden inter- 
viewed Or Devanessan at the National Pop- 
ulation Seminar. 


mendous inoentiveAnd its only because he's a 
poor man and we haven't raised the economic 
status that he now comes for the monetary in- 
centive and gets a vasectomy. But the Govern- 
ment can't afford to moralise because the 
problem's so big. 


Woroni: What are your observations concerning 
population policy in India and its effects? 
Dayaian Detjenessan: Well you see India was the 
first country in theavorld to start a national 
family planning program way back in 1951. 

But India being a very conservative country 
In a certain sense had to start slowly, so the only 
method we adopted initially was the Rhythm 
method. And some doctor developed a set 
of beads. You know, 28 beads, green beads, 
red beads in the middle and green beads again 
and each day the person pushed one bead along 
the line. When it came down to thejed beads 
of course that was the time when you were 
supposed to keep off. But of course it didn't 
work because the husband would come home 
and quietly shove a couple of beads along the 
line. So in the second 5 year plan all methods 
of birth control were employed — except 
abortion. But now we have a massive family 
planning programme — its really colossal with 
a tremendous amount of money being spent 
and we have a cafeteria system whereby the 
person can choose either to use the condom 
ora loop or the pill or any other method. 
Though the main drive Is of course for steril- 
ization because its the only permartent method, 
so 8 million sterilizations have been done in 
India -90% of them male. So its a country 
where men have accepted family planning more 
than the women. Bur altogether we’ve got to 
meet 100 million couples, that our target Uhls 
is the reproductive age group) speaking 14 . 
different major languages and about 300 differ- 
ent dialects. How do you communicate family 
planning to these people? 

Besides that there's the problem that the 
urban people accept family planning because 
they are living within a cash economy, and the 
rural people still don’t. So that what we've 
found now is that for the first few years, every 
year people were accepting family planning. 

But last year we found that despite of a tre- 
mendous amount of money being spent the 
number of acceptors has suddenly dropped. 

So then we begin to wonder if there is some 
other factor — they’re spending the money, 
the've got the pcpgramme going, the loopes 
are available, the condoms are available, why 
aren't the people accepting It, And then you 
begin to worry about the social factors. Its a 
medical programme you see, and they give 
information and talk about physiology but 
they don't worry about social factors. And 
you realise that where there is a barter econ- 
omy rather than a cash economy, in fact, 
children are an asset. So for that reason, since 
1951 only 14 million people have accepted 
family planning. That's only 14% of the target 
population so in that sense its a flop. 


Woroni: But isn’t this better than nothing? 

D.D.: Yes, but now you see we've reached a 
saturation point. For instance condoms are 
advertised on big billboards all over the country— 
there's no fear of this sort of thing. Mahatma 
Gandhi didn't approve of family planning. He 
thought it was immoral. But Indira Gandhi 
now welcomes it as an innovation which will 
make life happier for people. So there's been 
a tremendous change in outlook in contra- 
ception. And even abortion was legalised in 
India last year — its abortion on demand only 
we didn't call It that — its called the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy Act. But in spite 
of that it seems to have stopped all of a sudden 
and Its not filtering down to the village levels. 

And there's one more thing I should tell 
you. In India family planning is a national 
emergency and alter our experience with three 
wars — two with Pakistan and one with China 
family planning is on a war footing. That means, 
that if a person comes to a clinic and says 'I 
want a vasectomy — Its an emergency operat- 
ion. All other surgery must stop and he must 
get his vasectomy immediately. 

Everyone's behind it. But in spite of this 
its still only 14% when a country like Japan 
can achieve 80% 


Woroni; What percentage of vasectomies are 
urban end what are rural? 

D.D,: Wall its about 50-50 I'd say. Because 
when a person has a vaseclorrty, we give him a 
monetary incentive — we pay him up to 70 
rupees — that $7 — but that about one and a 
half month's salary, if he was getting a salary 
So this is a big amount of money so its a tre- 


Woroni: Could you clarify the situation about 
using a subsidy system as Professor PitchfonJ 
has suggested to achieve a more successful fam- 
ily planning campaign in the rural areas? 

RD.; One of the problems here is that you 
are not dealing with a cash economy so what 
do you subsidise with? Say you introduce 
rural banks, which they are trying to do but its 
got to come very slowly — you don't have 
enough money or capital in the hands of the 
Government to subsidise. So its just econom- 
ically not possible at this stage. 


Woroni; What about overseas aid? 

D.D,; This is one of the areas where this aid 
could help. Not in planning, they shouldn't tell 
us what to do. But you see the capital is avail- 
able. But usually overseas aid has a lot of 
strings attached to it and invariably its helping 
the country that donates it in many subtle 
ways. The United States gives us money for 
reraarch, but they decide what the research 
wtll be. Not in the college where I work, one 
guy's studying rose aphids. Now these are not 
even Indian aphids, and they're grown in south 
India where they have to have air conditioned 
rooms to keep the roses under American con- 
ditions. But the professors happy; he thinks 
he's doing a lot of research. But the ultirpate 
benefit of this is that they’re got a good brain 
and cheap research work — which ultimately 
benefit the United States. The benefits of this 
aid is of no value to India. And you really won- 
der, because what is given with the left hand 
is taken by the right. 


Woroni; Do you think a conference like this 
is likely to achieve anything? 

D.D.: One of the;problems with this particular 
conference Is that its got a whole lot of non- 
governmental agencies and they are not going 
to make policy — and how effective are non- 
governmental agendas going to be in influenc- 
ing government policy. So that ultimately it 
boils down to politics. Unless these organisat- 
ions are politically indined at least, really big 
changes are not going to come about. But in 
the dissemination of information, maybe they 
will be effective; but in ultimate forumlation 
of policy they should not fool themselves. 
They should just say, "look we want to get 
money for this or that and we want to dissem- 
inate information. This is not the body that 
is going to plan the strategy. But it makes you 
feel big, you know, passing magnificant resol- 
utions that the people of the world must limit 
their numbers or something like that. We've 
got to know our limitations. 


and shoes and a better house but in trying to 
do this — it might be a good idea — but you 
might in fact destroy the value system these 
people have and make them materialistic. 


W'oroni; Like the Aborigines? 

D.D.: Like the aborigines, there are a lot of 
similarities. We've got to learn ... Our systems 
are breaking down because we are beginning to 
lack relationships and now that we’ve done it 
for ourselves we're going to impose it on them 
too. But at least we have the satisfaction of 
good food and things like that. But in India 
there are going to be one billion people by 
1994 so no matter how much you might be- 
lieve in technology, these people are not going 
to have the types of housing and clothing that 
you are having today. 

At least you have alternatives, but if you 
break their value system and do not give them 
sufficient so called "luxury" goods you are 
probably going to have a very unhappy set of 
people. And its not poverty and misery that 
are going to cause revolutions, its when you 
realise the hopes of people and promise them 
something they don't get that you are going to 
have a revolution. I’m not saying keep them 
below the poverty line — what I'm saying 
is that you have to think up a strategy to give 
them some additional creature comforts with- 
out destroying the communal life. 

So you begin to wonder how can you help. 

I really wonder If you can help. What you've 
got to offer us is technology, which we don't 
want — because its destroying us. Urbanisat- 
ion is destroying the village life. It might help 
the bity dweller, like me. I'll probably be 
happy to have a car and all these kind of things. 
But by giving me that, there is e silent majority 
you don't watch — their opinions — they have 
no media to do this — they're all the worse off, 
because the little cottage industries that they 
did have are being destroyed. 

So this is the difference between Nehru and 
Ghandi. Nehru thought that through urbanis- 
ation and industrialisation the villager would?: 
but Ghandi realised this was not possible. He 
realised the importance of Labour Intensive 
cottage industries — give everybody a job — 
employment is very important because if a chap 
has a job at least he is satisfied. So give him 
labour intensive industries which will give the 
money back to the village level and not take it 
away and give it to the townspeople. Their 
standard of living is going up while the villages 
standard of living is going down. Even in India 
the rich arc getting richer and the poor are 
getting poorer. 

There has been a lot of talk at the confer- 
ence of the idea of family planning as a form of 
Ideological imperialism. Actually that ideals 
not talked about; there isn't any account of it 
in any paper in India saying that this Is an 
ideological imperialism, strangely. 


Wonmi: What are your views about the ability 
of people of this conference to understand the 
problems at the village level in India or in any 
other developing country? 

D.D.; I really don't think that these people 
can ever comprehend what I'm trying to say. 
Because poverty as such is something which 
you can’t irradicate like cholera, because pov- 
erty is a whole lot of people, how they live, 
their attitudes. So in fact you can't even hate 
poverty, you love it. You've got to love people. 
This is thesonly solution. So unless you come 
to India and know what the people are and 
know what poverty is„. So sitting here and 
looking up all these statistics and saying, well 
the poverty level is this — it isn’t. You can 
never understand the problem. The nature of 
poverty is such that you can't understand unless 
you go there, and I can't explain it to you unless 
you see.The rural communities have probably 
Ihrad at this low level for centuries, whether 
there was an Indian monarch or a British mon- 
arch — it made no difference to them. They 
were living at a very low economic level. But 
to walk Into any Indian village today, they are 
happy people they are smiling and they are 
laughing. They welcome you into their houses 
and they share their food with you. Now, you 
begin to wonder how have they managed this, 
what keeps them going. To you there is ob- 
vious poverty, they may be in obvious misery, 
they might not be wearing clothes. It might be 
terribly cold, there might be one woman lying 
with one sari on and three kids under the same 
piece of doth. But they survive. Atxf they're 
not using money so obviously they are not sur- 
viving because of money. They are not mot- 
ivated to make money because there is no mon 
ey. So they have got a totally different system 
of values which is based on relationships with 
each other, they get tremendous support from 
each other you see. And this is probably the 
most valuable thing they have and It has kept 
them going fot these 5000 years. And it is 
something which we are unable to calculate 
because you can't put down In statistical ternns 
how much love exists between a mother and 
her child: it is invaluable. 

Now we are trying to give them all clothes 



Foundation and tlie Ford Foundation decided 
to help them. Though at first these commiss- 
ions thought that India needed sanitation ... 
they wanted to turn It into a sort of latrine 
paradise. And this was resented ... a strange 
thing. But when they decided to put their 
money into family planning it was welcomed. 

The thing is that after six children the 
women are all in favour of family planning — 
they don’t want to have 13 children. But this 
is wise — they hope 3 will survive. You have a 
high infant mortality in India so she always 
asks "can you assure that at least 3 will survive" 
So that even if the idea’s changing for smaller 
families they think they have to be sure they 
get at least 3 children so they have six. But 
all women who already have six children are 
strongly in favour of family planning. So 
though I generalise and say they want children 
its not true after a particular point. 


Woroni: And what are your views about pop- 
ulation policies in the developed countries in 
terms of resource use? 

DD.; Yes, this is one thing that bothers me, 
see we've got to think in terms of world citiz- 
ens, although to tackle the problems in India 
you need an Indian mind. But afterall It is a 
world problem, and as resources are burning 
out in the world — and you know that 1 Amer- 
ican kid costs as much as 500 Indian kids then 
you wonder what population policy Is all about 
in terms of world resources. And so for this 
reason I think its very important when you 
balance it out and talk about population and 
resources that there are some countries that 
have got to realise that they are the countries 
that have to family plan in fact at a greater rate 
than perhaps some of the Asian countries. 

They are eating the resources much faster than 
the Asians arel And this is not emphasised 
enough. Its not the Indian that really needs 
the vasectomy, its the American. He really 
shouldn't have 4 children although It seems 
economically feasible — and he is using the 
oil from Arab Countries — its not even his — 
but you're got to share ... 


Woroni: This is the problem we have in Aust- 
ralia. We go round and we say this to people 
but it doesn’t pull any political weight within 
Australia at all. 

D.D.: Perhaps this is the type of problem 
where a conference such as this could be help- 
ful. They're not changing the policy of a part- 
icular country but they're changing the attit- 
udes of people. Attitude.is In fact the most 
impoctant thing because it costs a hell of a lot 
of money to try to introduce programmes to 
change attitudes which in the long run are going 
to be most beneficial. Arid perhaps we needed 
more sociologists and psychologists who could 
tell us how to change attitudes. Because this 
is what you’re up against: how do you change 
the attitude of a person to the problem and 
unless attitudes are changed the problem will 
never be solved. 


Woroni; This Is more of an African thing... 

DD.: Yeah, maybe, they have smaller numbers 

to worry about. Whereas India Of course 

the media Is very receptive to any help that 
family planning 

I think they realise that the whole country 
can actually produce greater numbers than we 
are producing. And actually, there's no hope 
for any other country to keep pace with us. 

The Indians know for a fact that in spite of 
family planning we are going to be a bigger 
population than China and we are pretty con- 
fident that our numbers In spite of anybody's 
effort to control them will be pretty high. .and 
we don't want It to be too high because we know 
there's going to be widespread famine otherwise. 
And this hasn't figured much ... in fact they 
are pretty disappointed that the UN didn't 
help in the first instanoe when they requested 
aid for family planning and the Rockerfeller 


Woroni; But in Australia we have the problem 
of a catholic population — like a lot of count- 
ries in the 'Vvestern world" where they are 
resisting attempts by people to change attitudes 
to bring about education. 

D.D: On moral grounds? This perhaps is the 
area where the medical world may come up 
with something If they can find a contracept- 
ive measure that is not directly involved with 
destroying the embryo or something like that 
which might cause moral objections. I still 
believe that medicine has to do a lot of re- 
search on human reproduction and sexuality — 
this is one of the areas we should be research- 
ing more rather than the rarer diseases because 
it Is of tremendous importance. So that the 
two have to go together. We still strive to 
change attitudes. Now the Roman Catholic 
Church will become more honest with itself 
one day and change. The fact is ... now in 
Sydney a study was done last year and they 
found that 21% of the educated R.C.'s are 
taking the pill ... 21% ... on medical grounds! 
For acne and painful periods and things like 
this. In the general population only 1% of 
people get the pill on medical grounds. So that 
obviously to them, they must one day realise 
that they are being very dishonest and perhaps 
the Pope should be sent back to India, or South 
America perhaps, because in India we have 
only 1% R.C.'s. But in countries in South 
America which are having a population explos- 
ion — he ought to spend a little more time 
there to realise what population is all about. 

Ha thinks he's seeing a big crowd outside the 
Vatican every Friday or Saturday or some- 
thing giving the blessing. But he did come to 
India and saw a crowd which was in the mill- 
ions and then he knew what a crowd was like. 
After the birth control encyclical came out it 
was described as a bold leap into the dark ages, 
but a change will soon come to the R.C.church. 
And you know this Aboriginal, Shirley Smith- 
she openly said she was advocating the pill to 
one of her friends although she was Roman 
Catholic herself - to say this together in one 
breath — obviously attitudes are changing and 
its probably only the hierarchy who are sticking 
to it — they don't realise their congregation 
has changed. 
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Yes. The Australian National University 
Press publishes on the environment. 

For example:— 


Castin & Groves 

Nature Conservation in the Pacific — $12.50 



Burbn'dge & Cray: ^ 

Flora of the A.C.T. — $12.00 


Moore: 

Australian Grasslands — $15.00 


_I/Vhy not write for lists ? 


Australian National University Press 


Prices are recommended but not obligetory Australian retail prices 



Careers with 

the New South Wales 
Public Service 

PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINEESHIPS FOR 


GRADUATES 

An outstanding oppor- 
tunity for you to complete 

your tertiary studies. We 
pay all university fees and 
provide generous allow- 
ances plus practical 
employment during vaca- 
tions at full salary. Excel- 
lent career positions in 
the N.S.W. Public Service 
are available after gradua- 
tion. 

Application forms avail- 
able from University 
Appointments Boards, or 
by mailing this coupon 
before 19th October. 


The Secretary 

N.S.W. Public Service Board, 

Box 2, G.P.O., SYDNEY 2001 

I am an Undergraduate and interested in applying lor the 
1974 Traineeship I have indicated betow: 




Attractive, challenging opportunities 
for qualified, dedicated educators. 

TEACH 

IN THE N.T. 


ACTUARY 


AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIST 


□ DENTIST □ ENGINEER (Civil) □ ENGINEER (Mechani- 
cal) □ FOOD TECHNOLOGIST (Dairying) □ GUIDANCE 
OFFICER □ LEGAL OFFICER □ LIBRARIAN (Under- 
graduate and Post Graduate) □ OCCUPATtONAL THERAPIST 

□ PHYSIOTHERAPIST Q RURAL YOUTH OFFICER 

□ SCIENTIST (Forestry) D SOCIAL WORKER □ SOIL 
CONSERVATIONIST □ SPEECH THERAPIST □ SURVEYOR 


Vacancies for 1974. Teachers willing to contribute to 
educational development in the Northern Territory are 
invited to apply for vacancies that will occur from the begin- 
ning of 1974. There will be opportunities for pro-school, 
infants, primary and secondary teachers and for persons 
qualified in special or remedial education. All applicants 
should have successfully completed an approved teacher 
training course; or have obtained a degree and also have 
professional training in education: final year students will be 
considered. 

Commencing salaries will be within the range $4261 to 
$8392 according to qualifications and experience. Details of 
district and taxation allowances, accommodation and 
removal arrangements and of all other conditions of service 
and related matters will be provided at interviews which are 
to be conducted in Canberra and all State capitals during 
September and October. Application forms may be obtained 
from: — 



The Acting Commissioner,«^?^^lS-n_*^^^^ 
Commonwealth Teachin^Seryice; 


P.O. Box 826, Woden, j 


A.XUSTRXUA 
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